
Small Group Guide Sheet 

New Testament: Philemon 
 

Here are some possible discussion avenues for your family group discussion. 

 

1. Check in with your family to see how the day has gone. Have everyone share 

their highs and lows. 

 

2. Slavery in the First Generation Church – Paul lives in a day when slavery is 

part of the fabric of the Roman Empire. It’s everywhere around him and it’s fully 

regarded as a part of the structure of life.  

 

Paul touches on slavery in other of his letters. Let’s look at what he says. Turn to 

and read Ephesians 6:5-9 (p. 952) 

• Verses 5-6 – Paul speaks to slaves of a master higher than their earthly 

owner. Who is it? It’s Christ. Christ is our highest Lord.  

• Verse 7 – Paul is looking at the “big picture.” When they render their 

service, who should they understand that they’re really serving? They 

should offer their service to our Lord Jesus Christ. If you render all of 

your daily actions as a service to our Lord Jesus Christ, how does that 

change your understanding of your actions? 

• Verse 9 – Paul also addresses slave owners. He directs them in how they 

should treat their slaves. This master-slave relationship isn’t one-sided. 

What does he tell slave owners to be mindful of? They shouldn’t terrorize 

their slaves. They need to remember that they have a Master, too, in 

heaven. 

 

This passage is part of a larger passage which starts with Ephesians 5:21. Read 

that passage. Paul says that being subject to another works both ways. We are 

subservient to one another. 

 

Following this verse, Paul addresses the relationships existing in households. This 

verse creates the lens through which we understand all of these relationships. 

Each relationship is grouped in pairs: Wife and Husband (Eph. 5:22-33); Children 

and Father (Eph. 6:1-4); Slave and Master (Eph. 6:5-9). Question: in each of these 

pairs, which person in Paul’s world would have been the person with less power 

and the person with more power? The first person has less power than the second 

person. 

 

Paul first addresses the person with less power. He directs them to show honor to 

the person holding greater power. But then he goes on to say something really 

radical for his times. He directs the person in each of the power positions to 

respect the other individual. The call to be subject to one another applies to them, 

too.  

 

Finally, look up Galatians 3:26-28 (Page 947) and read the passage. 

• Verse 26 – What is it that relates us all as children of God? Christ Jesus 

our Lord.  



• Verse 27 – How many people who have been baptized in Christ have put 

on Christ? Everyone! 

• Verse 28 – Paul addressed categories that used to divide people: Jew and 

Greek; slave and free; male and female. What does he say happens to 

these distinctions when we belong to Christ? We all become one in Christ. 


