
  

   

  Gathering 

Welcome & Announcements  

 

Our Mission Statement:  

As God’s people, abounding in HOPE and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we invite all to share in the unfolding experience of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 

faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.  Silence for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place 

our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for 

all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome 

others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life.  Amen. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through  Christ 

Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in 

hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn Baptized and Set Free #453 

  

1. We are people created, chosen by God;  

Then we’re washed, ever gently, in mercy and love 

Sin has power no more. Jesus opened the door 

to a fountain bringing healing, and wholeness and more. 

2. We are fed and we’re nourished, filled and refreshed. 

Then our hunger returns and again we are blessed. 

For whatever the need, God is greater indeed: 

endless ocean, always deeper than all of our need. 

3. We are nourished by water, all living things, 

and by life that the Spirit abundantly brings. 

As we journey toward home, may your presence be known: 

precious river, ever-flowing, now carry us home. 

4. Now with praise and thanksgiving, we join the song. 

All are welcome! We gather to sing loud and strong. 

No enslaved, but set free! From now on, all will be 

one in Jesus, one in water, baptized and set free!  

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   And also with you. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise Ancient of Days   

Blessing and honor, glory and power, yield to the Ancient of Days; 

from ev’ry nation, all of creation bow before the Ancient of Days. 

Ev’ry tongue in heaven and earth shall declare your glory, 

ev’ry knee shall bow at your throne – in worship; 

You will be exalted, O God, and your kingdom shall not pass away, O Ancient of Days. 

Repeat two times 

Your kingdom shall reign over all the earth, sing it to the Ancient of Days; 

No thing can compare to your master plan, sing it to the Ancient of Days. 

Ev’ry tongue in heaven and earth shall declare your glory, 

ev’ry knee shall bow at your throne – in worship; 

You will be exalted, O God, and your kingdom shall not pass away, O Ancient of Days. 
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O Ancient of Days, O Ancient of Days, O Ancient of Days 

 

Your kingdom shall reign over all the earth, sing it to the Ancient of Days; 

No thing can compare to your master plan, sing it to the Ancient of Days 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape 

the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Special Music “This Is My Father’s World” Quartet  

 

 Word 
 

First Reading      Romans 6:12-23 

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 

passions. 
13

No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present 

yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 

members to God as instruments of righteousness. 
14

For sin will have no dominion over you, 

since you are not under law but under grace. 
15

What then? Should we sin because we are not 

under law but under grace? By no means! 
16

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to 

anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 

leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
17

But thanks be to God that 

you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of 

teaching to which you were entrusted, 
18

and that you, having been set free from sin, have 

become slaves of righteousness. 
19

I am speaking in human terms because of your natural 

limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater 

and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for 

sanctification. 
20

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 
21

So 

what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of 

those things is death. 
22

But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 

advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 
23

For the wages of sin is death, but 

the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The Word of our Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children’s Time “Welcoming in Jesus’ Name” 
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Gospel Reading  Matthew 10:40-42 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 

sent me. 
41

Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s 

reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 

receive the reward of the righteous; 
42

and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of 

these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 

reward.” 

The Gospel of our Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Sermon Oases of Grace 

 

 

Hymn of the Day  Make Me a Channel of your Peace   

1. Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me bring your love; 

where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

2. Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope; 

where there is darkness, … only light; and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

3. O Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

4. Make me a channel of your peace. In is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

in giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the 

dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers for the People & Lord’s Prayer 

Prayer Petitions will end with “Lord in Your Mercy”   

 Prayer response is “Hear Our Prayer” 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Sending 
 

Benediction 

 

 

Sending Hymn I Want Jesus to Walk with Me #325 

1. I want Jesus to walk with me; I want Jesus to walk with me: 

all along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

2. In my trials, Lord, walk with me; in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

when my heart is almost breaking, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

3. When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me; when I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when my head is bowed in sorrow, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

   

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Worship Leaders 
Ministers  The People of Hope Lutheran Church 

Presiding Pastor  Pr. Mary Erickson 

Lector  Lynn Weber 

Music Director  Gary Polden 

Accompanist  Jim Newman 

   

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons© 2004 and ELW© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress license #13653 and CCLI License 1606517.  Bible readings are taken from 

the New Revised Standard Version. 

 

Thank you for Worshiping at Hope Lutheran Church 
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