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Sundays in October 
October 3 – We welcome the CollECtive Choir who will lead our worship with “Abundant Joy” The 

director of the choir is a son of Hope, Michael Rambo. See the following article. 

October 10 – We welcome Elaine Olson with open arms. Elaine’s first husband, Mark Olson, was a 
pastor at Hope when he contracted pancreatic cancer and died. Elaine will greet the congrega-
tion during worship and then will speak about her book during the education hour. See the fol-
lowing article. 

October 17 – Amanda Parkinson from Feed My People Food Bank will be with us to express the 
food bank’s appreciation for our service and financial generosity to their program. 

October 24 – This morning will be our Commitment Sunday celebration for our fall stewardship 
awareness “Abundant Joy, Overflowing Generosity.” After service we’ll celebrate with treats 
hosted by the Hope staff. 

October 31 – We celebrate our Hope youth who will affirm their faith in the rite of confirmation on 
this Reformation Sunday. Wear Red!!! 

Affirmation of Baptism 

On Reformation Sunday, October 31th at the 9:00am worship service, several of our youth will be affirming 
their baptism.  We celebrate their faithful milestone and support our young people as they grow in the faith. 
 

Those affirming their baptisms are: 
 

 Celie Bembnister Meghan Bushbeck  Brynn Geroux 

 Kyle LaBonne  Caylee O’Connell  Clayton Pecha 

 Ally Quaschnick Jordan Thompson  Brynn Webber 

 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Dear Friends, 
 

Our church council has been engaged in some vigorous strategic planning this year. 
After analyzing Hope’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT 
analysis), they identified two major priorities for moving forward as a congregation. 
They are: Active Outreach to the Community; and Growing Young. 
 

To that end, our church council has been studying the book “Growing Young.” The 
authors of the book extensively studied dozens of congregations that are attracting 
and engaging 15 to 29-year-olds in their worship and church life. As they re-
searched, they discovered six key elements that surfaced over and over again. Congregations growing young 
have these six attributes in common. 
 

The book points out ways that local congregations can strengthen and develop in these key areas. I’ll be hold-
ing some Sunday Forums to share these key strategies with you, beginning on October 24. I look forward to 
sharing this information with you. 
 

Peace and all good to you, my friends. 
Pastor Mary 

 

CollECtive Choir to Sing at Hope 

We’re very happy to welcome the CollECtive Choir to 
Hope on Sunday, October 3. The CollECtive Choir is a 
diverse, non-profit, multi-church, missional Gospel 
and Hip hop music community in downtown Eau 
Claire, demonstrating one-ness in Christ.  Its mission 
is "To CollECtively proclaim Jesus through exuberant 
praise. The director of the choir has roots to our con-
gregation: Michael Rambo, son of Gary and Mary 
Rambo. You won’t want to miss this joy-filled wor-
ship! 

Elaine Olson to Visit Hope 

Elaine Olson, the widow of Rev. Mark Olson, former 
pastor of Hope, will be with us on Sunday, October 
10th. Elaine has written a book recounting her jour-
ney through her grief in the search of new identity 
and belonging. She’ll welcome the congregation 
during worship and then speak about her spiritual 
memoir during the education hour. Please come 
and give Elaine a homey Hope welcome! 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Ways to Give 

Our congregation offers a variety of means by which you may make an offering. Besides bringing your offer-
ing in person or mailing it, Hope has several ways you can give electronically: 

Through Our Website – Hope’s website address is www.hopechurchec.com. Once there, hover over the 
“About Us” page. The drop-down menu will include “Give.” Click on that. Then click on the icon “Fast and 
Easy Giving.” That will take you to our Subsplash site. 

Hope Phone App – Hope has a free phone app which will give you access to Subsplash where you can access 
information. From here you can click on the “Give” tab. 

Text Your Gift – Text the message “give2hope” to the phone number 206-859-9409. Follow the steps to set 
up an account and you’re on your way. 

Simple Giving – You can set up an automatic, pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Forms are 
available in the church office and also on the church website. 

 

Stewardship Emphasis: “Abundant Joy, Overflowing Generosity” 

The theme for our fall stewardship emphasis is “Abundant Joy, Overflowing Generosity.” Although we’re go-
ing through uncertain times, there are biblical certainties in which we can trust. Our theme revolves around 
Paul’s message in 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. Paul lifts up to the Corinthians the example of another faith communi-
ty. While living on the edge, they have given joyfully to missions despite their own hardships. They could do 
so because they felt abundant in joy. Each week will emphasize a different aspect from the letter: 

Giving God Our Day 

Giving God Our Worship 

Giving God Our Spiritual Gifts  
Giving Our Financial Resources 

 

“Abundant Joy, Overflowing Generosity” will be our worship theme for Sept. 26 through October 17. Then 
on October 24 you’ll be invited to share your statement of intent with Hope. Look for more information to 
arrive by mail. 
 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Bountiful Harvest Drive Thru Pork Loin Dinner 

 

When:  Thursday, October 21 

Pick Up Time: 5:00pm - 6:30pm 

 

Tickets are on sale NOW in the church office or on Sunday morning 
in the Gathering Area!  Only 250 are available. Please get your tick-
ets ahead of time. 
Tickets are $13.00 each and meal includes: 
1/3 pound grilled pork loin,  
grilled bacon wrapped turkey bites,  
cheesy hash brown potatoes,  
corn and applesauce. 

Luther Park – Building and Rejoicing Campaign 

Luther Park Bible Camp has been blessed with their new worship center. This past 
summer the basement space also functioned as a storm shelter for campers!  
 

The camp was blessed by the generosity of Dave and Carolyn Cleveland, who 
pledged a $500,000 matching grant towards the building campaign. Much of those 
funds have been matched, but about $120,000 unmatched funds still remain. The 
matching period will conclude at the end of this calendar year. These matching 
funds were designed to run through area congregations. If you would like to make a 
final offering to be matched by the Cleveland challenge, you can make out a check 
to Hope Lutheran, and indicate on the memo line that it’s for the Luther Park capital 
campaign. We’ll forward it to Luther Park and your funds will be matched. 

Streaming Sunday Worship 

We continue to stream our Sunday worship 
services over Facebook even as we also gather 
for in-person worship. It’s surprising how 
many people have viewed our worship – far 
more than our average in-person worship 
attendance! Hope’s worship is streamed live 
on Sundays via our Facebook page. You can 
also find services posted on Hope’s YouTube 
channel. If you go to the main page of 
YouTube and type in “Hope Lutheran Church 
Eau Clare” you will see a link to our page 
which includes our videos. You can also click 
on the red “subscribe” to receive notifications 
of new publications. 

Sanctuary Light Project 

As you read this, the light fixtures in our sanctuary 
have been refitted into our improved LED bulbs. 
We thank all who contributed to this project. 
Thanks to your overwhelming generosity we 
should have funds to change out many fixtures 
throughout our building with 4-foot fluorescent 
bulbs to LEDs as well. This project will improve our 
lighting, reduce our electric 
bill, and befriend the envi-
ronment, too. Let there be 
light! 
 

 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

ELCA Youth Gathering 

The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held in 
Minneapolis on July 24-28, 2022. This is the clos-
est the Gathering will ever be to us! All students 
who will be finishing grades 8 through 12 this 
year are eligible to attend the Gathering. The 
theme is “boundless: God beyond measure.” 

 

Youth who are not members at Hope are also 
welcome to participate in this event as well. Bring 
a friend! Registration is open now. The “early 
bird” registration discount is available now 
through November 21. Registration materials and 
other information are available in the church 
office. 

November 12-14 – Godstock for High 
School Youth 

Godstock is a gathering for high school youth in 
our Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. It’s a weekend 
event to energize your faith and an opportunity to 
meet other youth in our synod. The event will be 
held at the Metropolis Resort right here in Eau 
Claire. Look for more information soon. 
 

ICE – Middle school youth Group 

We will be Meeting twice in October 

Wednesday October 6th :  6:15 to 7:15 

9 square game competition in fellowship hall 
 

Wednesday October 20th :   6:15 to 8 

*Notice longer time 

Pumpkin carving in Fellowship hall 
   
We always have great food to go with the evening events.  Everyone is welcome.  You do not have to be a 
member of Hope Lutheran to come to ICE.  Bring your friends 

College Boxes 

Once again our congregation would love to send out a box filled with goodies to our 
Hope Lutheran College students.   

If you are a member of Hope Lutheran and have a student in any post education 
school and they do not live at home, can you please get their address to us at the 
church office.  Please have addresses to office by October 16th. 

Questions talk to Les 

 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

SHP 

We are making deliveries again after a pause because of COVID.  We have had 
several deliveries in the past couple of weeks and are in the planning stages to try 
and do another bed build in November.   

We do need help with our delivery teams.  If you would be interested in helping 
out with a delivery please talk to Les and we will get you on a team.  This is a very 
rewarding experience to see the faces on the kids when they receive a new bed. 

 

FMP – Feed My People Service Opportunity 

We continue to meet on Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. at 
the Feed My People Food Bank.  We have stand up and sit 
down jobs and we volunteer till noon.  It is light work but full 
of fun and laughter and good conversation.   

No reservations are needed.  Just come to door 17 and fol-
low the signs.  Feed My People is always so thankful for the 
volunteers that come from Hope Lutheran because we are 
always reliable and fun to work with.  Questions ask Les 

Collecting Plastic Film 

WE NEED YOUR HELP – Our 
FUSION confirmation youth will 
be collecting plastic bags, plas-
tic outer-wrap, plastic film, ce-
real bags, etc., that are clean 
and dry beginning October 3rd. 
This is a service project to help 
our environment. After 500 
pounds of plastic film have 

been collected, the plastic will be converted into a 
neat park bench which will be donated to Luther 
Park.  
 

Please bring your plastic materials and deposit them 
in the recycling containers in the welcome area. 
Thanks for your help on this project and for helping 
us make the world a little cleaner place.    

Women's Book Club 

The Women's Book Club reading list continues! Read 
along with us and join us to chat - all are welcome! 
 

Here is our upcoming reading list: 

October 2021 - The Huntress by Kate Quinn 

November 2021 - The Good Sister by Sally Hepworth 

December 2021 - Seven Perfect Things by Catherine 
Ryan Hyde 

We will plan to meet on the 3rd Monday of the 
month (October 18th) at 6:30 pm at Church. 

 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

HOPE TO EAT 

This has been a fun and new ministry here at Hope Lutheran.  
Once a month we chose a date and restaurant and meet for 
supper.  Everyone orders off the menu and we all pay our 
own way.  We have been averaging about 30 a gathering.  On 
October 19th  we will be meeting at Casa Vallarta at 5:30.   It is 
the Mexican Restaurant right down the road from our church 
on Hastings Ave.  No reservations are needed. Just come and 
join in the fun. 

WOW – Senior over 55 group 

Had a wonderful party in September with great food 
and Les showing his pictures of his Ghana trip with 
Terah and Sadick.  Our next WOW party will be in No-
vember with Ken Anderson presenting his program on 
Mayberry RFD.  Watch for date and details in the 
coming newsletter and at church. 

Neighbor to Neighbor Thrift Sale 

Neighbor to Neighbor (Vecino a Vecino) is a 
ministry of our Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 
by and for the Latinx community in the greater 
Eau Claire area. They will be holding a HUGE 
thrift sale at Immanuel Lutheran Church on Oc-
tober 15 (morning and afternoon) and October 
16 (morning only). The proceeds from the sale 
will be directed towards scholarships for Latinx 
students at UWEC.  

GHANA Up Date 

Sadick is doing wonderful in college.  He is in his 3rd semester of college.  
Sadick is taking 7 classes and on his last report card he got 4 A’s and 3 B’s.  
Sadick is a great student and really appreciates the opportunity he gets to 
go to college and sincerely thanks the good people at Hope Lutheran 
church that make this happen for him. 

Terah was in the hospital for several days and diagnosed with a stomach 
ulcer.  The doctor said it probably came from when he was younger and 
they did not have food. Terah’s hospital bill was over $1200.  We have 
had several fundraisers to help with this cost.  If you would like to contrib-
ute to Sadick’s education or help with the Terah’s hospital bill you can 
make a donation to Hope Lutheran and write Ghana Mission on your 
check or envelope.  You will get credit on your offering statement for any 
donation.  Any amount will be greatly appreciated.  Questions please talk with Les. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

 

El Salvador Update: Changes are coming to the Mission of Healing/Family Wellness Fairs, partly due to 
COVID.  Linda Muth is currently in El Salvador meeting with church leaders and others to present some ideas 
we have for changes to the MOH.  We have been doing the MOH in some form since 2000.  The last major 
change was in 2016 when we changed to the wellness fair format.  Because we could not travel to El Salvador 
this year, we provided materials monthly for the churches to have their own teaching events.  Many did, and 
in fact a group of people led by Pastor Conchi held mini health fairs in several communities.  Days for Girls kits 
were distributed by Deaconess Sonia of Los Heroes Lutheran Church – many sent from the US or made by her 
team of women there with fabric we supplied – and there were other teaching areas as well.  In 2022 we will 
have 4 workshops, each on a different health topic, to “train the trainers”.  Leaders or health care workers 
from each church will attend the workshops and take what they’ve learned back to the people in their com-
munities.  We will provide the supplies they need for the teaching, including links to pertinent videos.  Tenta-
tively, the 4 main topics will be: 

Digestive Health, Circulatory Health, Respiratory Health and Reproductive Health.  Each of these will be pre-
sented twice to stay within COVID guidelines for group gatherings.  A smaller group than usual will be going 
from the US, also to reduce COVID exposure.  We are working on details with the Salvadoran Lutheran Synod 
health leaders.  Stay tuned! 

Thank you to everyone who has donated undies or money to purchase them for our September emphasis!  I 
haven’t been in town to see how many there are, but I assure you we appreciate the donations and will use 
them.  We’ll be assembling Days for Girls kits when we meet in Olson Hall on October 14.   

We are very excited to be planning a trip to El Salvador after missing this year.  Thank you for all your sup-
port!   

Deb Adams for the Hope El Salvador Team  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Using the virtual mission of healing resources                                 Prayer card and respiratory  
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El Salvador Mission of Healing 2021  
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