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Dear Friends, 

We are still coursing through these unusual times, and I continue to miss 
seeing you in person! I’m sure you feel the same way about our fellowship 
as the people of Hope. Like my letter in last month’s newsletter, I’ll share 
with you a devotional thought and then some updates. 

Thoughts from the Desert Fathers 

St. Anthony the Great was a desert monk who lived in Egypt during the 3rd 
century. He said, “Go into your cell and your cell with teach you every-
thing.” As we have spent more time removed from society and sheltered in 
our homes, I think we can learn a lot from Anthony’s advice. 

Anthony found that his solitude revealed a radical self-knowledge. He came 
to understand himself more fully. During occasions when we have to take a “time out,” whether intentional 
or thrust upon us, we have an opportunity to discover facets about ourselves and the world that would not 
have been made known to us otherwise. 

What are we learning during this Covid Timeout? Will we come away from this unique pause in our lives with 
greater wisdom? Will this time redirect our priorities? If we are blessed, that answer will be yes. 

Rachel’s Place Update 

The state of Wisconsin is taking added measures to support the child care agencies in our state. Child care is 
critical to our state labor pool and the overall functioning and health of our economy. Child care agencies 
have also been hard hit during the COVID-19 crisis. Therefore, Wisconsin has made available state CARES 
grant money to child care agencies. There are three separate grants, each covering a different time period. 
Rachel’s Place has applied for these state grants. 

Future Worship 

“When will we be able to worship together again?” It’s a question on everyone’s mind and many people have 
asked me this question. Attitudes on when churches should reopen for gathered worship vary greatly. Some 
people think churches never should have ceased their common worship. Others think we’ve waited long 
enough. Still others think we’ve got a long way to go before we can gather in worship. 

First of all, although we have not gathered together, our worship has never stopped. Hope Lutheran Church 
has not been closed. I remember the words to the old Jay Beech song: “The church is not a building where 
people go to pray; it's not made out of sticks and stones, it's not made out of clay.” The chorus declares: “We 
are the church, the body of our Lord; we are all God's children. We have been restored.” 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

We are the church, you and I! Our worship has continued on faithfully throughout this crisis, through elec-
tronic means. And we have been the church through our acts of service, both corporately and in our indi-
vidual lives. 

On a call with our synod’s pastors, our Bishop, Laurie Skow-Anderson, encouraged us to ask the question, 
“What would love do?” Love calls us to look to the needs of our neighbor first. In following the greatest two 
commandments, to love God and love our neighbor, the best way we can fulfill that right now is to continue 
in our social distancing. Simply, we need a longer timeline before we return to gathered worship. 

To that end, the ELCA pastors in Eau Claire have been in constant contact with one another to consider the 
timeline and procedures for gathered worship. We are committed to following the documents of the Wis-
consin Council of Churches and the ELCA on safely returning to worship. 

These are uncharted territories! We are feeling out our way forward on a day to day basis. For this time be-
ing, we will continue worshipping electronically. Please read below about our worship schedule and also 
about our Drive-up Communion on Sundays. 

Peace to you, 
Pastor Mary 

Worshipping Electronically 

As we continue to be able to worship in person due 
to COVID-19, we have “gathered” as a community 
using electronic means. Sunday and Wednesday ser-
vices are streamed on our Hope Facebook page. 
Those videos remain accessible on Facebook after-
wards, too. They are also posted on the Worship 
page of our church website the following day. 

Here is the schedule for our streamed services: 

Sundays — Worship will occur at our usual 9:00 a.m. 
time. 

Wednesdays — A less formal worship service, 
“Encounter Hope” is held on Wednesday evenings at 
6:30 p.m. 

Drive Up Communion 

On Sunday mornings – weather permitting – we 
are holding drive up communion between 10:00 – 
11:30 a.m. We use individual sealed packs which 
contain a wafer and grape juice. Gluten free wa-
fers are also available. Please enter on Eddy Lane, 
follow the cones and then exit on Starr Avenue. 
Pastor Mary will meet you by the front entrance. 
She’ll be wearing a mask and will sanitize her 
hands between each car contact. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Drive Through Steak Fry 

On Thursday June 4th the committee from the Youth Engagement Fund will be spon-
soring a drive through steak fry dinner. For only $15 you will receive a fresh grilled 
New York Strip steak, baked potato, coleslaw and garlic bread. Customers will be 
asked to use the drive up on Star Ave. by kitchen door. Serving starts at 4 pm and 
ends at 6. Tickets can be purchased at the church office or just call and reserve and 
pay for the night of the dinner. All proceeds will be used for future youth mission 
trips and for youth going on the National Youth Gathering next year. Questions call 

Red Cross Blood Drive – JULY! 
The Red Cross is experiencing an extreme shortage of 
blood products. Hope is hosting another blood drive on 
Tuesday, July 14 from Noon to 6:00 p.m. in Olson Hall. 
They do take walk-in’s, but it’s helpful if you register 

online at the Red Cross’ website: www.redcrossblood.org. Once there, here’s what you do: 

1. Type in our zip code: 54703 

2. Look at the list of blood drives on July 14. 

3. Select the available time you’d like to give. If you don’t already have an account with them, you can cre-
ate one. 

Calling all Musicians and Readers! 
We invite you to participate in our worship services.  
Sing a solo, play an instrument or read one of the les-
sons or prayers.  Record on your phone or laptop and 
send it to us.  Contact the office to let us know if you 
can help. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Pop-Up Food Pantry at Hope 

Hope will sponsor a “Pop-Up” food pantry for Feed My Peo-
ple Food Bank on Monday, June 1 at 2:30-3:30 p.m. Thank 
you to the volunteer team who will help with the food dis-
tribution. Here’s how the drive-up pantry works: 

 —  FMPFB will bring pallets of various food items (including 
a variety of frozen meat, fresh produce, non-perishable 
food items). These will be placed in a row on our parking lot. 

 —  Drive-thru lines will be formed on either side of the row of pallets. 

 — Guests will drive through the line with their trunks open and the volunteers will place food in their vehi-
cles. 

In all, FMPFB anticipates that around 200 households will be helped through this pop-up pantry. We thank 
our generous donor who made this possible! 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who have been 
coming to Feed My People Food Bank every Thursday 
morning at 10 am. This core of volunteers have been 
very faithful and very much appreciated by the staff at 
Feed My People. Our volunteers help pack and sort 
food for the many food programs happening now be-
cause of the COVID-19 virus. When packing food, social 
distancing is observed, along with masks and gloves. 
Anyone interested in helping out any Thursday morning 
please call Les before 9 am on Thursday. We would love 
to have you.  



 

 

Seeking 2019/2020 Education Teachers 

 

Our education year at Hope is an outstanding program.  We have a lot of FUN and we 
learn some great stories, lessons, and ideas about God! Please consider teaching a 
class from September through the Middle of May. We can set up a team teaching 
schedule so that you teach every other week or, we can set you up with a great class 
of kids for the year.  I guarantee you will not be disappointed in what you will receive 
from our kids! Please contact Ann Miloszewicz in the office if you can help next year. 

Volunteering at The Community Table 

The Community Table continues to prepare meals for 
its guests while preparing and disbursing them while 
following safe protocols. Our next scheduled oppor-
tunity for volunteering is Wednesday, June 24 starting 
at 9:00 a.m. If you would like to help with this meal, 
contact Hannah at The Community Table (715-835-

4977) and she’ll put your name on the list. 

SHP (Sleep in Heavenly Peace) 
Meeting for all team members will be Wednesday June 3rd at 6 pm in the fellowship hall. We will be ob-
serve social distancing and set plenty far apart at tables in fellowship hall. Our future will be discussed as to 
when and how we can start up again. Call Les with questions. 

Hope’s Happenings 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

El Salvador update:  Our friends in El Salvador are under strict quarantine to try and prevent the spread of 
COVID 19.  As of May 9, there were 772 reported cases in the country, which leads Latin America in the 
number of tests done per capita.  Many people work in the informal economy, meaning they have jobs that 
vary depending on which employers need workers, and they are no longer working.  One person from each 
household has written permission to leave home to shop, but they cannot leave their community of 
residence.  In the community Los Héroes there are no super markets, so small in-home shops and what 
they can grow are their sources of food.  The government gave each family $300 at the beginning of the 
quarantine, and that money is long gone for most.  Food insecurity is becoming more of a struggle each 
day.    Please keep the people of El Salvador in your prayers.   

So far our 2021 Mission of Healing/Family Wellness Fairs are still scheduled for January 30-February 7.  We 
may have more information by the time the August Happenings is published.  In the meantime, please 
consider whether you’re interested in joining the group or sponsoring someone else to go.  It’s a life-

changing experience!  Contact Deb Adams or 
Carol Mohr for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Days for Girls:  We are still sewing components for Days for Girls kits!  Although, we haven’t gathered since 
early March, progress is being made in homes.  Kits will continue to be distributed to schools in El Salvador 
when/if school resumes there (the school year is late January to mid-November).  A team of women at our 
sister church Héroes en la Fe makes kits with the financial support of a church in Milwaukee, so that 
distribution can be ongoing.  There will be a sewing day at Hope on June 6 for 10 people, so we can 
maintain social distance and share the fellowship we’re all missing.  Let me know if you’d like to join us.  
We hope that by September we can all gather again!  Thank you to everyone who’s sewing at home! 

Meanwhile, follow the COVID 19 recommendations: stay home, wear a mask, keep your distance.   

Be well!   

Deb Adams 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

OPPORTUNITY TO HELP OUR IMMIGRANT NEIGHBORS 

“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels 
without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:2 

The JONAH (Joining Our Neighbors Advancing Hope) Immigration Task Force has joined together with JONAH, 
AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities of 
which Hope is a member), El Centro de Conexión, (the local Latinx organization) and St. Mary’s Roman Catho-
lic Parish to establish a fund, “Neighbors Helping Neighbors” to help our immigrant friends with basic needs—
food, rent, energy assistance--- during the Covid-19 crisis. The Immanuel Lutheran Trust Fund has provided 
seed money. These hard-working men and women have been disproportionately impacted by lay-offs be-
cause of the jobs that they had, and many are not eligible for any type of government assistance. JONAH 
members, faith communities, and others in the Chippewa Valley have asked how they could help our neigh-
bors. This fund is the answer. 

Bilingual interviewers will talk with fund applicants, and the requests will be forwarded to an executive com-
mittee of constituent groups. St. Mary’s, which has a Spanish language worship service and has thus estab-
lished a relationship with many of these community members, will be the fiduciary agent for contributions 
and will disperse the funds. 

The need is great. Right now, the emphasis will probably be on food. Once the rent moratorium ends, paying 
rent will become essential if these families hope to avoid being evicted. As we provide financial support, we 
also hope to begin to establish a caring community among immigrant people in Eau Claire. 

If you would like to contribute, please send a check made out to St. Mary’s Charitable Fund, specifying the 
Neighbor to Neighbor Fund in the memo line. The address is: 1812 Lynn Ave, Altoona, WI 54720. 

“The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were 
foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” Leviticus 19:34 If you have any questions please contact Deb 
Adams (debrahadams65@gmail.com or 715-559-9888). 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

8th Graders – “What Is Confirmation?” 

Hello, eighth graders! We have one more confirmation 
lesson to complete. “What Is Confirmation” will be held at 
Hope in Olson Hall on Wednesday, June 10 at 5:15-6:45. 
Our total count will be under ten people and each student 
will get their own table in Olson Hall. We’ll learn about 
the significance of the rite of confirmation, and you’ll also          

       make stoles to wear on the day of your confirmation. 

ELCA Youth Gathering 
Theme Revealed The 
2021 ELCA Youth Gath-
ering will meet under 
the theme “boundless: 

God beyond measure.” The theme is based on Ephesians 3:19, “I want you to know all about 
Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all 
that God is.” Participants will explore 

Synod Assembly Has Been Cancelled 

Our synod’s annual Assembly was originally scheduled to be held in 
May. Because of the Safer at Home order, that date got pushed back to 
late summer. However, the synod council has now made the decision to cancel this year’s synod assembly. 
The decision was made to eliminate any chance of the spread of COVID-19 which may have transpired at the 
meeting. According to the synod’s constitution, the synod must hold an assembly once every two years, so 
we are still compliant with the constitution. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Ways You Can Give to Hope 

In this period while our worship as a community occurs virtually, our church still needs to meet its financial 
obligations. And so we ask you to continue contributing financially to Hope. Besides mailing in your offering 
or dropping it off in the church office, Hope has several ways you can give electronically: 

 Through Our Website – Hope’s website address is www.hopechurchec.com. Once there, hover over the 
“About Us” page. The drop-down menu will include “Give.” Click on that. Then click on the icon “Fast 
and Easy Giving.” That will take you to our Subsplash site. 

 Hope Phone App – Hope has a free phone app (hosted through Subsplash) which will give you access to 
our church website where you can access all of its information. 

 Text Your Gift – Text the message “give2hope” to the phone number 206-859-9409. Follow the steps to 
set up an account and you’re on your way. 

 Simple Giving – You can set up an automatic, pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Forms 
are available in the church office and also on the church website. 

Congratulations Class of 2020! 
 

Thank you Hope quilters for the beautiful 
quilts that were given to our Seniors at 
Hope! 
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