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Dear Friends,  

March brings the season of Lent. The theme for our Wednesday Lenten services 
this year is Forgiveness. Forgiveness restores a broken relationship. Forgiveness 
is an act of healing.  

Forgiveness works in two directions; it’s a two-way street. We can be on the re-
ceiving end of forgiveness. Sometimes we’re the ones who have offended oth-
ers. We are the party who has caused a rift in the relationship. That offended 
individual can be our neighbor, a family member, a stranger, or it can be God. In 
these instances, we are the ones in need of receiving forgiveness.  

Forgiveness also works the other way. Others have caused us hurt. Maybe they have apologized; maybe 
they haven’t. Whether they do or they don’t doesn’t necessarily affect our ability to forgive. Forgiveness 
begins within, with our own letting go of the hurt and offence. We let go of the anger and the grudge of 
yesterday to face a new tomorrow.  

Our greatest model of forgiveness is the forgiveness we have received first from God through Christ Jesus. 
In his actions, we realize how greatly we ourselves have fallen short. We see the divine love that has made 
us right with God and set us on a new path of freedom. This happens not by anything we deserve, but by 
the tender mercies of God.  

This Lenten season, I invite you to take an inventory of your relationships. Where do you need to reach out 
and ask for forgiveness from others? And likewise, are there hurts and resentments that you need to let 
go? Is there someone you need to forgive?  

In the book of Revelation, the resurrected Christ says, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Forgiveness is 
part of Christ’s resurrection energy. Let this Lent be a season of renewal through acts of forgiveness.  

Peace and all good to you, my friends!  

Communion During the Winter Months  

On Sunday mornings, we will include the celebration of communion during our worship service. As you stream the service 
online or watch it at a later time, we invite you to join in the celebration from your home. Have bread and wine/grape juice 
ready. You may want to create a home altar area with candles as you join us in worship. And perhaps you have a special plate 
and cup that you would like to set aside to be used specifically for the celebration of communion.  
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Wednesday Worship During Lent: Forgiveness  

This year our theme for our Wednesday Lenten services is For-
giveness. Each Wednesday we’ll explore Jesus’ teachings on for-
giveness. We’ll hear a story from one of the gospels that reflects the 
theme for the evening.  
Here are the themes for March:  
 - March 3: Forgiveness and Wholeness  
 - March 10: Forgiveness and Restoration  
 - March 17: Forgiveness and a Renewed Spirit  
 - March 24: Forgiveness and a Fresh Start  

Once again, we will use the Holden Evening Prayer service. Our Lenten services begin at 6:30 p.m. All services 
will be aired live over our Facebook page and also posted later to our website.  

Lenten Offering Boxes  

Last year we began a new “old” tradition during Lent as we participated in a 
Lenten coin offering. This year’s Lenten coin offering will be directed to-
wards the Eau Claire Area School District’s homeless program. The school 
district serves several hundred homeless children and youth each year. This 
program strives to help them overcome the challenges to access education 
presented by homelessness. Come and pick up your coin box in the Wel-
come Area of the church.  

Lenten Devotionals  

The ELCA congregations in Eau Claire have collaborated to 
produce a Lenten devotional booklet. “Journey toward 
Wholeness” features daily devotions written by members 
from Good Shepherd, Grace, Hope, Immanuel, Spirit, St. 
John’s, Trinity, and University Lutheran Churches. Our writ-
ers from Hope are Deb Adams, Dave Lendle, Erica Kajer, Ken 
Anderson, and Pastor Mary. Look for them in the Gathering 
Area of the church.  
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Ways to Give  

Our congregation offers a variety of means by which you may make an offering. Besides bringing your offer-
ing in person or mailing it, Hope has several ways you can give electronically:  

Through Our Website – Hope’s website address is www.hopechurchec.com. Once there, hover over the 
“About Us” page. The drop-down menu will include “Give.” Click on that. Then click on the icon “Fast and 
Easy Giving.” That will take you to our Subsplash site.  

Hope Phone App – Hope has a free phone app which will give you access to Subsplash where you can access 
information. From here you can click on the “Give” tab.  

Text Your Gift – Text the message “give2hope” to the phone number 206 -859-9409. Follow the steps to set 
up an account and you’re on your way.  

Simple Giving – You can set up an automatic, pre -authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Forms are 
available in the church office and also on the church website. If you’re looking on the App Store for our 
phone app, the icon looks like this:     

Holy Week and Easter 

 • Palm Sunday, March 28 – Get ready for worship 
by making your own palms. A simple design is to 
trace your hand with your fingers spread apart. Cut 
around several “palms” and attach them to a yard-
stick. On Palm Sunday you can wave your palm 
branch. Seriously, none of us are too old not to en-
joy this!  

• Maundy Thursday, April 1 – On this day we remember Christ’s command (mandate, the root of Maundy) 
to love one another has he has loved us. We will worship at 6:30 p.m. on Facebook. Have some bread and 
wine/grape juice ready to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  

• Good Friday, April 2 – The eight ELCA congregations in Eau Claire are collaborating on a Good Friday ser-
vice on the Seven Last Words of Christ. The service will premiere on our Facebook page at 1:00 p.m.  

• Easter, April 4 –   
9:00 a.m. – Our service will stream on Facebook as we do every Sunday.  

10:30 a.m. – Weather permitting, we will hold a parking lot service. Let’s pray for fair weather!  
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Women's Book Club 

 

The Women's Book Club reading list continues! Read along with us and join us to chat 
- all are welcome! 
 

Here is our upcoming reading list: 
March 2021 - The Dutch House by Anne Patchett  

April 2021 - The Stationery Shop by Marian Kamali 
    May 2021 - Big Lies in a Small Town by Diane Chamberlain 

    June 2021 - The Four Winds by Kristen Hannah   
    July 2021 - The Orphan Collector by Ellen Marie Wiseman 

 

We will plan to meet on the 3rd Monday of the month (March 15th) at 6:30 pm by a Zoom conference 
meeting. Anyone that would like to join our meetings virtually, please email Bridgit Mazuk 
at bmazuk@gmail.com to obtain the login information.  

Red Cross Blood Drive  

The Red Cross is experiencing an extreme shortage of blood prod-
ucts. Hope is hosting a blood drive on Tuesday, March 23 from 
Noon to 6:00 p.m. in Olson Hall. They do take walk-in’s but it’s 
helpful if you register online at the Red Cross’ website: 
www.redcrossblood.org. Once there, here’s what you do:  

1. Type in our zip code: 54703  
2. Look at the list of blood drives on March 23.  

3. 3. Select the available time you’d like to give. If you don’t already have an account with them, you can 
create one.  

New Missions Account at Hope Lutheran Church 

We now have a Ghana Missions Account set up at church for you to donate money to our family in Ghana 
Africa. All money collected will be used to help support Sedick in college 
and help with house hold expenses for Sedick and Terah. At the end of 
the year, you will be credited towards your offering for these donations. 
Terah and Sedick both are very appreciative of the love and support 
they have received from their family here at here at hope church. Any 
questions please talk with Les. 

mailto:bmazuk@gmail.com
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“ICE” Middle School Youth Group 

Thank you to all how brought food to the first annual drive -up food 
drive on February 28th. Hundreds of pounds of food were collected 
with the youth meeting cars at door “8” to grab bag of non-perishable 
food items. The youth then sorted the collected items and delivered 
the items to the Feed My People Food Bank. 

ICE Tenzi Tournament 

The ICE middle school youth group held a TENZI dice tournament during one of 
there youth group gatherings in February. The dice were being rolled fast and 
furious as the youth competed for the grand prize of a Sub Way gift card. At the 
end of the night and 17 games of Tenzi, Megan Bushbeck was the big winner. 

Next big ICE event will be a Potato Pancake breakfast- lunch drive through on 
March 28th.  

                                       Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser a Huge Success 

A huge thank you to everyone that bought subs, soup and cakes for 
the big super bowl of caring fundraiser. It was a record year with 72 
subs and 32 chocolate football made and sold. All the proceeds this 
year went to help purchase a computer, desk, lamp and chair for 
your friend Sedick in Ghana Africa. The chair, lamp, and desk were 
purchased and we are still collecting for the computer. Again, thank 
you to all who help prepare and purchased sub meals for this awe-
some fundraiser. 

Our youth will be sponsoring a drive up potato pancake meal on 
Palm Sunday, Sunday March 28th.  Each carry out container will 
have 3 potato and one regular pancake, 4 breakfast sausages and a 
cup of homemade apple sauce.  

All this delicious food for only $6.00. Pick up will be from 10:30 to 
11:30 at door 8 on the Starr Avenue side of the church by Olson 
Hall. To make sure you get your homemade potato pancake pick up 

meal call the church office to reserve your meal today!! 715 -832-1414. All proceeds from this potato pan-
cake meal will go towards Luther Park scholarships. Questions, talk to Les.  
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In March our Encounter Hope contemporary service will continue on the Ten 
Commandments. Join us every Thursday night at 6:30 for Encounter Hope  

Luther Park and Vacation Bible School 
 

Summer Plans!  Make them now!  Summer is an excellent time to have your kids go to 
Luther Park.  Hope has picked the week of July 11-16 as our week.  You are welcome to go 
any week in the summer, but this week Pastor Mary and Les will be visiting camp with 
you.  Please visit Lutherpark.org to see what is available, prices and times.  If you do sign 
up to go, please let Ann know when you will be there, and what camp you signed up for.   
There will be 2 opportunities for fund raising for camperships.  
Sunday, March 28 th – To Go Potato Pancake Meal 
Wednesday, May 12th – To Go Spaghetti Dinner 
Camperships will be available for anyone gong to camp. Amounts will be determined by 

the length of your camp week and price of your camp.  

 

Vacation Bible School 
VBS will be held July 26-29th at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Luther Park councilors will be here to lead.  
Hope will be partnering with Spirit Lutheran and Good Shepherd for a week of FUN!  Registrations are availa-
ble NOW and have been send out by e mail.  Please let us know if you need one and we can mail it to you.  
We would love if you could sign up as soon as possible.  This year more than ever it is important to know 
our numbers for the week.  
 

Cost - $5.00/child with a $20.00 cap/family 

Ages:  K – 6th  9:00am – 2:00pm 

Pre School – 9:00am – 11:00am 

SHP – Sleep in Heavenly Peace 

A meeting was help in February and our SHP has decided to start up deliveries of beds again sometime in 
March. We will be revising our delivery procedures to deliver safely in this covid pandemic. We are also or-
ganizing a bed build for July to help to build up our inventory. More details as we work out our delivery pro-
cedures. 
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AMMPARO update: 

You may remember that Hope became an AMMPARO member last year, then the pandemic came along and 
disrupted our in person events. However, the pandemic did not change the fact that there are still children 
and families in crisis at our border and in other countries. AMMPARO = Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Currently, the AMMPARO congregations in our syn-
od are Immanuel and Hope. Immanuel has been very active in supporting Lídixe Montoya’s Vecino a Vecino 
(Neighbor to Neighbor) ministry. Lídixe led an adult forum there in January via Zoom. There was also an in-
tergenerational book study of the book The Water Year by local author Max Howard (AKA Emily Anderson). 
The book is a short, young adult book about life in the US just north of the border with Mexico. Pastor Jamie 
Brieske and Emily Anderson have developed a study guide for the book if anyone is interested. The discus-
sions were very interesting and involved Immanuel confirmation students as well as 3 immigrants in our ar-
ea, all from different countries. Our own Lídixe was one of them. One youth from Hope also participated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 Chicago Tribune 

The newest AMMPARO initiative is a fund established to assist local Latinx community members with legal 
assistance for DACA applications or other immigration -related needs. To donate to this fund, please send a 
check to Immanuel Lutheran church (3214 Golf Rd, Eau Claire 54701) with AMMPARO on the memo line. All 
immigration related activities are expensive, and most of the applicants do not have many financial re-
sources. 

The AMMPARO group meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 1:30 via Zoom. Please contact Deb 
Adams if you’re interested in being involved in this ministry.  

Thanks to Ray Koch, member of Immanuel, for sharing some of the above information from Image, the Im-
manuel newsletter.  

 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

 

El Salvador update:  
The virtual Mission of Healing continues in March with increased focus on community health measures (recall 
February was personal hygiene). The foci are water purification methods that are practical and available for 
our brothers and sisters in ES, elimination of mosquito breeding standing water and latrine safety as it relates 
to contamination of soil and water. Linda Muth has done a great job of organizing videos, writing information 
sheets and copying coloring sheets to distribute. The March ones are still in process as I write this. However, 
these are 3 of the February videos if you’re interested to watch. They are in English, because All Peoples’ 
Church in Milwaukee is also participating in the Mission of Healing. The Salvadorans receive them in Spanish. 
The 3rd one is a short experiment people with children might want to try at home. If you do try it, please 
share photos with me, so I can share them with our partner church in ES. They love photos!  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFm45J8d7HI  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bjc3sW3P5mI  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KirHm_sYfI  
 

As you may recall, although it seems a lifetime ago, last year the offerings in the Lenten boxes were to go to 
help the community Los Héroes with “clean-up of the environment” projects. The plan was that they would 
do a walk in the community after church each Sunday to identify areas they could work on. Of course, that all 
stopped when COVID came. However, you generously gave $295 in the Lenten boxes, which we still have in 
the bank. The Heroes in the Faith congregation has just resumed worship in person. (They are led by Pastor 
Francisco while Pastor Santiago is leading a church for a pastor who is ill.) The congregation has not had a 
chance to develop plans for the community clean up, as travel throughout the community is still not allowed. 
Our focus for April in the virtual mission is nutrition. After consultation with Pastor Santiago, it was decided 
to use the money from the 2020 Lenten boxes to purchase seeds and slips of plants to help people grow 
more nutritious foods. We also may be able to purchase some gardening tools for those who don’t have 
them. Even though it was delayed for a year, your offering is still going to good use. Thank you! I hope we’ll 
be able to share photos when the time comes.  
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Hope Lutheran Staff 

Hope Lutheran is a handicapped accessible congregation providing barrier-free and elevator access, marked parking spaces, large-print 

materials and accessible restrooms 

  Voicemail E-mail 

Mary Erickson  Pastor   2103 pr.maryerickson@gmail.com  

Ann Miloszewicz  Parish Administrator  2101 hopechurchec@outlook.com 

Gary Polden   Music Director  2104 hopemusic.gary@outlook.com 

Alice Bates   Office Assistant   2101 alice.bates.hope@gmail.com 

Les Munnik   Youth & Family Director  2202 lesmunnik@gmail.com  

Jody Christian  Web Design   2102 mac4hope@gmail.com 

Jim Newman  Director of Praise & Worship 2014 jamesnewman1955@gmail.com 

Leanne O’Bryan  Dir. of Rachel’s Place  2200 rachelsplaceelc@gmail.com 

Scott Olson   Custodian   2107 

Brian Petersen  Buildings and Grounds 

Mark Larson   Church President   mlarson@market-johnson.com 

2226  Eddy Lane 

Eau Claire, WI  54703 

Set your clocks ahead  

Saturday, March 14th!  


