
  

  

 
Gathering 

Prelude 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Our Mission Statement:  

As God’s people, abounding in HOPE and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, we invite all to share in the unfolding experience of Jesus 
Christ. 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the 

lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. Silence for reflection. 

God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before 

you. We fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend 
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your creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different 

from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy 

Spirit,  your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the 

eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow 

the way of peace. Amen. 

 

 

Opening Hymn Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers #244 

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

2. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 

go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 

3. The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff’rings bore, 

shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 

in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 

4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free! 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath/Candle Song see insert 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to 

the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Special Music “How Great Is Our God" Praise Team 

 

 

 

Word 

 

First Reading   Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 
15

In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 
16

In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 

in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 

righteousness.” 

The Word of our Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children’s Time Waiting and Watching 
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Gospel Reading  Luke 21:25-36 

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26

People will faint 

from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. 
27

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory. 
28

Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
29

Then he told them a 

parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 
30

as soon as they sprout leaves you 

can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 
31

So also, when you 

see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32

Truly I tell 

you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 
33

Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
34“Be on guard so that 

your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries 

of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 
35

like a trap. For it will come upon 

all who live on the face of the whole earth. 
36

Be alert at all times, praying that you 

may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 

before the Son of Man.” 

The Gospel of our Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Sermon What Lasts 

  

 

Hymn of the Day  The King of Glory  

Refrain: 

The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 

Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 

1. Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him? 

He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages.  Refrain 
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2. In all of Galilee, in city or village, 

he goes among his people, curing their illness.  Refrain 

3. Sing then of David’s Son, our Savior and brother; 

in all of Galilee was never another.  Refrain 

4. He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation; 

he took upon himself the sins of the nation.  Refrain 

5. He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen, 

and he will share with us his heavenly vision.  Refrain 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers for the People 

Prayer Petitions will end with “Lord in Your Mercy”   

 Prayer response is “Hear Our Prayer” 

 

 

Meal 
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Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Distribution 

Invitation to Communion and Distribution 

All are welcome to receive the sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available at your request.  

If you are unable to come forward, please inform an usher and you will be served in your pew. 

 

  Flock of Flutes: “Allegro” 

   

Post Communion Prayer 

 

 

 

Sending 

 

Benediction 
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Sending Hymn Soon and Very Soon #439  

1. Soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King, 

soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King, 

soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King! 

2. No more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 

no more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 

no more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King! 

3. No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 

no more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 

no more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King! 

4. Soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King, 

soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King, 

soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

 

Dismissal 

God in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 
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Worship Leaders 
 

Ministers  The People of Hope Lutheran Church 

Presiding Pastor  Pr. Mary Erickson 

Assistant Liturgist  Mark Turner 

Greeters  Steve and Sharon Olson 

Ushers  Mike Enerson and Ron Kaeding  

Lector  Lynn Weber 

Communion Servers  Sue Tietz, Sandi Churness, Velma Jean Elliott 

Music Director  Jim Newman 

Organist  Donna Benrud 

Technology Team  Sara, Kailey Bates and Alice Bates, Dale Moe, 

  Jim Newman, Jacob Yates  

   

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons© 2004 and ELW© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress license #13653, One License A-711577, and CCLI 

License 1606517.  Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version. 

 

Thank you for Worshiping at Hope Lutheran Church 

2226 Eddy Lane ▪ Eau Claire, WI  54703 ▪ (715) 832-1414 ▪ www.hopechurchec.com 

 

http://www.hopechurchec.com/
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