
  
   

  Gathering	
Prelude	
	
Welcome	&	Announcements		
 
Our	Mission	Statement:		

As God’s people, abounding in HOPE and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we invite all to 
share in the unfolding experience of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Confession	&	Absolution	
Blessed be the holy Trinity, È one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our 
rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of 
compassion Silence for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make 
us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the 
wisdom and power of God, your sins are È forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in 
the way of Jesus. Amen. 
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Opening	Hymn “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” #767 
1. Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way; 

direct, protect, and feed me from day to day. 
Without your grace and favor I go astray; 
so take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way. 

2. Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear; 
for you, the Rock of Ages, are always near. 
Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe, 
for when your hand is guiding, in peace I go. 

3. Lord, when the shadows lengthen and night has come, 
I know that you will strengthen my steps toward home, 
then nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend! 
So, take my hand and lead me unto the end. 

 

Greeting	
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.   And also with you. 

 
Lenten	Anthem “Lamb of God” #336 

1. Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent him from your side 
to walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God. 

Refrain 
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God. 
Oh, wash me in your precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

2. Your gift of love we crucified. We laughed and scorned him as he died. 
The humble king we named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 

3. I was so lost, I should have died, but you have brought me to your side 
to be led by your staff and rod and to be called a lamb of God.  Refrain 
 

Prayer	of	the	Day	
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. 
Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Special	Music “We’ve Come This Far by Faith”  
 
 

	 Word	
 

First	Reading	  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 
The Word of our Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

	
Children’s	Sermon	 ??? 
	
The	Gospel	Reading  John 2:13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 
15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the 
cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He 
told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 
this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The 
Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
The Word of our Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon	 The Heart of Worship 
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Hymn	of	the	Day  “Change My Heart, O God” (Sing twice) #801 

Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 
You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me; this is what I pray. 
Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 

 
Apostles’	Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers	for	the	People	
Prayer Petitions will end with “Lord in Your Mercy” 		

 Prayer response is “Hear Our Prayer” 
 

Meal	
Great	Thanksgiving		

The Lord be with you.   
    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!    
    We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!    
     It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Words	of	Institution	
 
Lord’s	Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
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who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Distribution	
  

Post	Communion	Prayer	
 
 
 

Sending	
Benediction	
 
 
Closing	Hymn	 “How Firm a Foundation” (Vss. 1, 3, 4) #796 
 

1. How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said 
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

3. “When through fi’ry trials your pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 
your dross to consume and your gold to refine.” 

4.  “Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
my sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.” 
 

 

Dismissal	
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God! 
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Worship	Leaders	
Ministers  The People of Hope Lutheran Church 
Presiding Pastor  Pr. Mary Erickson 
Assisting Minister  Joan Moe 
Lector  Jean Wold 
Music Director  Gary Polden 
Accompanist  Donna Benrud 
   
Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons© 2004 and ELW© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress license #13653 and CCLI License 1606517.  Bible readings are 
taken from the New Revised Standard Version. 

 
Thank you for Worshiping at Hope Lutheran Church 

2226 Eddy Lane ▪ Eau Claire, WI  54703 ▪ (715) 832-1414 ▪ www.hopechurchec.com 


