
  
   

  Gathering	
	
Prelude	 “Variations on Easter” Bells of Hope	
	
Welcome	&	Announcements		
 
Our	Mission	Statement:		

As God’s people, abounding in HOPE and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we invite all to 
share in the unfolding experience of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Confession	&	Absolution	
Blessed be the holy Trinity, È one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence for reflection. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together in 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  È Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. Amen. 
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Opening	Hymn “The Day of Resurrection!” (Vss. 1, 3, 4) #335 

1. The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad, 
the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, from sin’s dominion free, 
our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 

3. Now let the heav’ns be joyful, let earth its song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph and all that is therein. 
Let all things, seen and unseen, their notes of gladness blend; 
for Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end! 

4. All praise to God the Father, all praise to Christ the Son, 
all praise to God the Spirit, eternal Three in One! 
Let all the ransomed number fall down before the throne, 
and honor, pow’r and glory ascribe to God alone! 

 

Greeting	
The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 

 
 
Easter	Hymn	of	Praise “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” #857 

Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 
from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky, 
Lord, I lift your name on high. 
 

Prayer	of	the	Day	
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and 
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Special	Music “Two Meditations on the Cross” Bells of Hope  
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	 Word	
 

First	Reading	  Acts 4:32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 
was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
The Word of our Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

	
	
Children’s	Sermon	 May I See Your ID?	
 
	
The	Gospel	Reading  John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called 
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 
put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that 
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name. 
The Word of our Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 
Sermon	 Between Faith and Uncertainty 
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Hymn	of	the	Day  “Alleluia! Christ Is Arisen” #375 

Refrain 
Alleluia! Christ is arisen. 
Bright is the dawning of the Lord’s day. 

1. Run, faithful women, to the graveside. Marvel, the stone is rolled away! 
Hear from the angel, “He is risen.” Christ goes before you all the way.  Refrain 

2. Rise, Magdalena, from your weeping: Christ stands before you very eyes.  
Quickly return to the disciples; bear the good news: “He is alive.”  Refrain 

3. Gather, disciples, in the evening: suddenly Christ your Lord appears.  
“Look, it is I, your wounded Savior. Peace be with you, and do not fear.”  Refrain 

4. Thomas, where were you on that evening? “I’ll not believe unless I see.” 
Christ comes again, and ev’ry Lord’s day: “Touch me and see; have faith in me.”  Refrain 

 
Apostles’	Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers	for	the	People	
Prayer Petitions will end with “Lord in Your Mercy” 		

 Prayer response is “Hear Our Prayer” 
 

Meal	
Great	Thanksgiving		

The Lord be with you.   
    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!    
    We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!    
     It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Words	of	Institution	
 
Lord’s	Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Distribution	
  

Post	Communion	Prayer	
 
 

Sending	
Benediction	
 
 
Closing	Hymn	 “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” (Vss. 1, 4, 5) #364 
 

1. Christ has arisen, alleluia. Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 
For our redeemer burst from the tomb, even from death, dispelling its gloom. 

Refrain: 
Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia! 

4. “Go spread the news: he’s not in the grave. He has arisen this world to save. 
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done. Even the battle with sin is won.”  Refrain 

5. Christ has arisen to set us free.  Alleluia, to him praises be. 
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.  Refrain 
 

Dismissal	
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Worship	Leaders	

Ministers  The People of Hope Lutheran Church 
Presiding Pastor  Pr. Mary Erickson 
Assisting Minister  Andrew Smith 
Lector  Mary Bader 
Music Director  Gary Polden 
Accompanist  Donna Benrud 
   
Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons© 2004 and ELW© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress license #13653 and CCLI License 1606517.  Bible readings are 
taken from the New Revised Standard Version. 

 
Thank you for Worshiping at Hope Lutheran Church 

2226 Eddy Lane ▪ Eau Claire, WI  54703 ▪ (715) 832-1414 ▪ www.hopechurchec.com 


