
 

 

  
   

  Gathering	
Prelude	
	
Welcome	&	Announcements		
 
Our	Mission	Statement:		

As God’s people, abounding in HOPE and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we invite all to 
share in the unfolding experience of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Confession	&	Absolution	
Blessed be God, Father, È Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love 
endures forever.  Amen. Silence for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we 
have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have 
not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us 
each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free – 
free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be 
strengthened in God’s love, È comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Opening	Hymn “Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn” #242 
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1. Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! The Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, 
he opens wide the heav’nly door and lives now inside us forever. 

2. To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing. 
his humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
music to heal the broken soul and hymns of lovingkindness, 
the thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

3. In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing, 
as morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring. 
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder, 
the weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder. 

4. Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless, 
the rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 
may God fill ev’ry day we share and bring us at last into glory. 

 
Greeting	

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.   And also with you. 

 
Lighting	of	Advent	Wreath	
 
Advent	Hymn	of	Praise “He Came Down” (Vs. 1) #253 

1. He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; Hallelujah forevermore. 

 
Prayer	of	the	Day	

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new 
day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Special	Music “Soon and Very Soon”  
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	 Word	
 

First	Reading	              Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence— 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to 
boil— to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at 
your presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 
mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were 
angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 6We have all become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls on your name, or 
attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us 
into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are 
our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do 
not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
The Word of our Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

	
Children’s	Sermon	 Waiting and Watching 
	
	
The	Gospel	Reading  Mark 13:27-37 

“Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of 
the earth to the ends of heaven. 28From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, 
this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32But about that day or hour no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you 
do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 
home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be 
on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”    
The Word of our Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 
Sermon	 Not Knowing When   
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Hymn	of	the	Day  “Emmanuel”  

Emmanuel, Emmanuel. Wonderful Counselor,  
Lord of life, Lord of all,  
He’s the Prince of Peace, Mighty God, Holy One. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel.  Repeat 

Apostles’	Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

	
Prayers	for	the	People	

Prayer Petitions will end with “Lord in Your Mercy” 		
 Prayer response is “Hear Our Prayer” 

	
Meal	

Great	Thanksgiving		
The Lord be with you.   
    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!    
    We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!    
     It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Words	of	Institution	
 
Lord’s	Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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Distribution	
  

Post	Communion	Prayer	
	

Sending	
Benediction	
	
Closing	Hymn	 “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” #244 
 

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 
the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

2. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 
go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 
The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 

3. The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff’rings bore, 
shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 
in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 

4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
arise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
the day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free! 

 
Dismissal	

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Worship	Leaders	
Ministers  The People of Hope Lutheran Church 
Presiding Pastor  Pr. Mary Erickson 
Assisting Minister  Max Haslow 
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Lector  Joan Moe 
Music Director  Gary Polden 
Director of Contemporary Worship  Jim Newman 
   
Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons© 2004 and ELW© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress license #13653 and CCLI License 1606517.  Bible readings are 
taken from the New Revised Standard Version. 

 
Thank you for Worshiping at Hope Lutheran Church 

2226 Eddy Lane ▪ Eau Claire, WI  54703 ▪ (715) 832-1414 ▪ www.hopechurchec.com 


