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The Newsletter of Hope Lutheran Church—Eau Claire, WI 

SUNDAYS IN MARCH 
March 1:   This is the first Sunday in Lent. Our hymns and liturgy will reflect the season. 

March 8:  Remember, Daylight Savings Time begins today! Spring forward. After worship, our service del-
egation to El Salvador will share about their experiences during this year’s mission trip. 

March 15:  Our children’s choir will sing this morning. We will also lift up our congregation’s educational 
volunteers with a teacher appreciation. After worship we’ll enjoy the Potato Pancake breakfast hosted by 
our Appalachia Service Project team. 

March 22:  This week we will lift up the ministries of Sleep in Heavenly Peace. The leadership team will 
share what our chapter has been able to accomplish and experiences they’ve already had during the few 
months they’ve been organized. 

March 29:   Our praise team will lead worship this morning.  

Lenten Theme: Discipleship 

This year our theme for our Wednesday Lenten services is Discipleship. Each Wednesday we’ll focus on a different 
mark of discipleship. We’ll hear a story from one of the gospels that reflects the theme for the evening: 

- March 4: Love Jesus 

- March 11: Look to God for Strength and Direction 

- March 18: Selflessness and Humility 

- March 25: A Servant’s Heart 

- April 1: Share the Good News 

 

Each Wednesday, children will receive one piece of a handmade wooden object during the Children’s Time. When 
all of the pieces come together, they will form a fish. The fish is the earliest symbol for Christianity, even predating 
the cross. 

Our Lenten services will begin at 6:30 p.m. Once again, we will use the Holden Evening Prayer service. In addition, 
a meal will be available in Olson Hall prior to the service. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Vacation Bible School 2020 

July 27—31 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Please mark the dates on your calendar and watch for registrations to be out soon.  We will need helpers, 
snack help, counselor hosts, meal hosts, and lots of other fun things from people for this week.  Please help 
us make this week GREAT!

Lenten Coin Box Offering Mission 

Our Lenten coin offering will help fund land rehabilitation projects in 
the community of Los Heroes in El Salvador. Los Heroes was formed in 
1996 as a resettlement community for people who became refugees 
during the civil war. The Lutheran congregation established there, He-
roes in the Faith, is planning to hold community walks during the six 

weeks of Lent. Each Sunday a small group, together with environmental consultants, will walk through the 
neighborhood to identify potential projects for environmental cleanup. When the walks have concluded, the 
church will then hold community action days in order to recover some of the problem sites. Project possibili-
ties include: 

· The neighborhood is built on a hill. There is limited capacity to dispose of trash and much of it blows or is 
washed downhill to the homes at the bottom, and ultimately into a little river known as "the dirty river." One 
destination will be the exit point to this river. Possible solutions might include trash receptacles and a formal 
drainage solution. 

· The community center was abandoned due to dangers from gang presence. There is a hope to rehabilitate 
the center (cleaning, painting, etc.) so that it can again be a gathering area for the community. 

· Lack of nutrition and fresh vegetables is a problem for families who live on a few tortillas a day. The church 
has discussed planting small gardens in each street, with the families from each street caring for the gardens 
and gathering the harvest. The walks will include identifying possible garden locations. 

During Lent you’ll have two opportunities for additional faith 
practices at home. Both of these resources can be picked up in 
the Welcome Area: 

Daily Bible Readings – For your convenience, the calendar style 
resource has all of the readings in it, saving you from having to 
look up the day’s passage. The Bible calendar’s theme is “I was a Stranger.” Each of the readings explores the 
rich biblical theme to care for the stranger in our midst. 

Lenten Coin Banks – You can make a daily offering in your box and then bring it to church any time between 
Holy Week and Easter. The offering will be sent to our Lutheran partners in the church of El Salvador. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Dear Friends, 

It was about a year ago when the national organization Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace first came to Hope’s attention. The coordinators of the chapter in 
Trempealeau County reached out to our youth director, Les Munnik, to tell 
him there was a real need for a chapter in Eau Claire. Might Hope be inter-
ested in some way? Les was invited to help on a bed build, which he did. 

From these beginnings a seed was planted. When you consider that only a 
year has passed, it’s incredible how much has occurred! Our congregation 
has enthusiastically embraced the mission of providing beds to children in 
our area without one. A core leadership team was assembled. Are they ev-
er committed! 

As the sponsor of the Chippewa Valley chapter, the first thing Hope does is 
organize volunteer builds. Our first build was sponsored in September 2019 by Market and Johnson. Since 
then, additional builds have been sponsored by God’s Work – Our Hands (September 2019), JAMF (November 
2019), and a group of businesses (January 2020). 

Secondly, our chapter receives applications from individuals in our area (Eau Claire, Altoona, and Chippewa 
Falls) who have made a request to receive beds. The leadership team makes sure they meet the SHP criteria. 
The criteria are simple: the child is between three and sixteen years of age and does not currently have a bed 
to sleep on. 

Finally, our bed delivery teams deliver the beds. These deliveries are like Christmas morning! As of mid-

February, over 100 beds have already been delivered. 

We will be lifting up this ministry on Sunday, March 22nd. We’ll hear stories from a number of people who will 
touch on various aspects of the ministry and the steps involved. I hope you can be in church that Sunday to 
hear their inspiring stories. 

Peace to you, 

Pastor Mary 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

We now have 11 going on the ASP summer mission trip. We have 
room for one more. We had our first workshop in February led by 
Jim Newman and Terri Hanke. It was a getting to know you work-
shop. In March we will be having the potato pancake fundraiser 
and another workshop. 

Thanks for all the love and support you have given this mission trip. 

Our ASP Mission team is in need of 
about 15 empty ice cream buckets 
with lids by June. Please start saving 
and bring to Les’ office.  

Super bowl of caring makes history!! 

A record number of non-perishable food items were 
collected for Beacon house and a record number of 
subs and soup were ordered from the ASP youth. 
Over 900 items were donated to Beacon House along 
with a check for $100 which was collected from the 
noisy offering on Sunday mornings. In the men verses 
women collection war – the women won by a slim 
margin so the men served up strawberry ice cream 
sundaes the following week. Thank you for all your 
support of this yearly program our youth are involved 
in. 

Hey, if you missed out on ordering 
gooey chewy ASP pizzas there are 
still some left.  Talk to Les to find out 
what kinds and quantities are avail-
able. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

          Women’s Book Club 

Grab a book this winter and read along with us! The Women's Book Club will meet on Monday, March 16th 
at 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room. Our book for March is Before and After: The Incredible Real-Life Stories of 
Orphans Who Survived the Tennessee Children's Home Society by Judy Christie and Lisa Wingate.    
                                Please join us any time! We'd love to have you! 

ASP Potato Pancake Breakfast 

It’s a Sunday you will not want to miss.  Our ASP youth and adults will 
be serving up homemade potato pancakes, fresh grilled sausages, 
homemade applesauce and even some regular pancakes and gluten free 
pancakes to satisfy everyone’s liking.  Cost will be a free will offering.  
Serving will be right after worship and this event will be open to the 
public as well.  Please invite your friends to this awesome breakfast to 
help support our youth going on the ASP mission trip this summer.  
Serving will be from 10:00 to 1:00pm and take outs will be available. 

 

Spring Forward 

We switch to Daylight Savings Time on Sunday, 
March 8. Remember to set your clocks ahead one 
hour before you go to bed on Saturday night! 

Snow Policy 

Hope events taking place on weekdays during the school year will fol-
low the lead of the Eau Claire School District. If the school district can-
cels classes, then activities at Hope will be cancelled. This is for Hope 
Lutheran events only and does not include Rachel’s Place. 
If snow should necessitate the cancellation of Sunday worship service/
Sunday School, that cancellation will be posted as soon as possible on 
the Hope Facebook page and also to the cancellation lists on WEAU and 
WQOW. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

El Salvador Update                                                                                                                           
We’re back!  As I write this, we have just returned from ES and are in recovery mode.  The trip went very 
well.  People who attended the health fairs were receptive to the information we were trying to impart, and 
the girls who received DFG kits loved them.  I’ll include a couple photos here and will be able to show more 
when we have sewing days or do an in-person report.  Photos of the girls’ faces cannot go on the internet 
due to the danger of gangs in some communities.  When I get my photos and documents in order, I’ll write a 
day by day summary of our activities to share with you all.  Thank you for your generous support of this mis-
sion!   Deb Adams 

Teacher Appreciation  
March 15th 9:00am Worship 

 

“THANK YOU” is never enough when it comes to our 
teachers here at Hope.  We are so grateful for all that 
each of you do for the kids here in our Hope Commu-
nity. 
On Sunday, March 15th, we want to send out just a 
little extra to each of our teachers.  Join us in worship 
as we bless them for all they do and the kids will sing 
some special songs.  
After worship they 
will be guests at the 
Potato pancake 
breakfast hosted by 
our ASP kids. 

 

 

 

Big Ring Bell Concert 

Bell Choirs from the Chippe-
wa Valley will present the 
21st "Big Ring" on Saturday 
April 18th at Grace Lutheran 
Church, 202 West Grand Avenue in Eau 
Claire.  Ringers from churches in the area will re-
hearse in the morning, and then present a Free 
Public Concert at 2:00 in Grace Lutheran 
Church.  Come hear the wonderful sound of 70+ 
Bells ringing.  Our own Bells of Hope will be par-
ticipating again this year! 
 

Come and enjoy and bring a friend! 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Volunteers Needed for Sound Board 

Techie alert! We are looking for individuals on Sunday mornings who can monitor our sound board. If you 
would like to help out in this way, please contact the church office. 

Our Church Archives 

Last year for our 75th anniversary, we had a 
group of committed ladies who looked through 
our bins of church archival material to create our 
lovely anniversary display. We would like to or-
ganize our historical material so that it is more 
accessible and better preserved for future genera-
tions. 
On Tuesday, March 24th at 1:30, we will hold an 
informational meeting in the Fireside Room to 
explore starting an Archives Committee. A sea-
soned member of the Archives Committee at Trin-
ity Lutheran Church will be on hand to tell us 
what they do and also give initial guidance for or-
ganization and resources we can use. 
If you’re interested in participating in this 
meeting, please contact Pastor Mary. 

The Census Is Coming! 

You should be receiving initial notification of the 
2020 census in the mail between March 12-20. 
Reminders will continue about every week in 
March and April. The census helps us gain an accu-
rate count of how many people live in our state, 
county and city. This count is used to determine 
congressional representation and the allocation of 
government resources. Look for more information 
about the census on the bulletin board in the Nar-
thex hallway. 

Days for Girls Update March 2020 Happenings 

We have just returned from El Salvador where we distributed approxi-
mately 300 Days for Girls kits, mostly to school-age girls. They were very 
well received! Due to danger for the girls, their faces cannot go on line, so 
I’ll share what I can. More can be shared in person. 

We’ll start sewing for next year on Satur-
day, March 21, in Olson Hall from 9-1with some kind of snack and lunch pro-
vided. We need 100% cotton, stain-hiding fabric as well as flannel that’s stain-

hiding. Please wash and dry (no softener) the fabric and bring some if you’re 
able. I’d be glad to help anyone who wants to apply for a Thrivent Action 
Team grant to purchase fabric or other DFG supplies. We have jobs for non-

sewers, so come if you’re interested. Deb Adams 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

2020 EMPTY BOWLS 

March 5th at 11:00am—7:00pm 

This annual fund raiser benefits Feed My Peo-
ple Food Bank. The event is hosted at Florian 
Gardens, 2340 Lorch Avenue. The cost is 
$20.00 for the meal with a bowl or $8.00 for 
the meal only. Kids 10 and under can eat for 
free. Dine in or carry out is available. Tickets 
are available at the door, but you can also pur-
chase them in advance at church on Sundays 
in the Welcome Area.  

Luther Park this Summer! 

Information brochures about Luther Park’s programming for this summer are available. 
Our “Hope Week” is July 12-17. Pastor Mary, Les Munnik and Ann Miloszewicz will visit 
the camp that week. But if that week doesn’t work for your family’s schedule, there are 
plenty of other weeks to choose from. 
Included with the brochure we’ve added a sheet listing several ways to reduce the cost 
of camp. Through the generosity of Hope members, we’re able to offer camperships for 
every child at Hope who goes to camp. Luther Park also has opportunities to further 
lower the cost, including early bird registration (before May 1). 
Hope also has two fundraising opportunities for families: the Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast on April 5 and 
the Spaghetti Supper on April 20. Any family that helps with preparing and serving the meals will receive a 
portion of the proceeds. 
 

Luther Park is where faith is nurtured through holy play. More info is available at their website: 
www.lutherpark.org. 

Family Promise of the Chippewa Valley/Beacon 
House 

We will be serving the families staying at Beacon House the 
week of March 8-14.  St. Olaf will serve the beginning of the 
week and Hope members will serve Thursday March 12 through Saturday March 
14.  Please see the sign up sheets in the gathering area. For more information on 
how to get involved in this great ministry, contact Laurie Chada or Carol Lendle. 

Noisy Offering 

Each Sunday during the offering, 
children bring coins forward to 
place in a very noisy galvanized 
metal pail. During the months of 
February and March, the Noisy 
Offerings will be directed towards 
the Eau Claire school district’s 
Homeless Program. This program 
assists children throughout the Eau 
Claire school district who find 
themselves homeless. Make a joy-
ful noise!  



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

WOW Valentines Party a HUGE success 

“Let me call you sweet heart” was the theme for 
this year’s valentine WOW party. Over 50 guests 
were treated to the music of Jim Newman and Gary 
Polden on the Piano. Top prizewinner went to Dar-
lene Tubbs for the most red. Up coming WOW 
events will be a Spring Fling party, Brewers bus trip 
and a color tour of Door County bus trip. Watch for 
further details on all these great WOW events. 

 ICE NEWS 

ICE youth group met in the 
end of February for a big 
“TENZI” dice tournament. 
After an hour of fierce com-
petition Meghan Bushbeck 
came out the winner and 
claimed the Subway Gift 
card.   

Thrivent Action Team 

If you are a THRIVENT Member and have not 
used your $250.00 Action Teams this year.  ASP 
could use your help.  If you would like to donate 
yours, please see Les.   

Family and Friends Bowling 

Sunday, March 1st @ 12:30pm 

Meet at Bowlwinkles in Eau Claire.  The cost is $9.40/
person and this includes shoes.  Please let Les know 
you are coming so we have enough lanes reserved! 

Save the Date! 

Vacation Bible School 

July  27—30 

This year VBS will be held at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church. 

Grab your friends and come on out 
for a great week of FUN! 
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Mary Erickson  Pastor   2103 pr.maryerickson@gmail.com  
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Gary Polden   Music Director  2104 hopemusic.gary@outlook.com 
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