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Dear friends in Christ, 

This year has been a challenging one! The COVID-19 
pandemic has changed the church and society. We 
have had to shift the ways we engage in ministry 
from a focus on in-person worship and meetings to 
livestream worship, virtual meetings and gatherings 
in the parking lot. We have had to shift to teaching 
children at home and working from home. We have 
not been able to travel to see friends or relatives or 
to celebrate life events. This has also been a time to 
address economic and social justice issues, to shift 
our thinking and our way of life. 

In times such as this, our baptism in Christ makes 
a di!erence and makes us di!erent. Like Christians 
before us, we recall that God is faithful to God’s 
promises and God’s people. We see that God 
enables us to connect with one another even when 
we are separated. Shifts in the world invite us to 
be innovative in how we do God’s work and reach 
out to all ages in making disciples. We see that God 
is at work not only in our buildings but beyond 
them as well. We have found new ways to serve our 
neighbors and reach those in need. 

As we experience this time of uncertainty, we sense 
something new emerging. In many places there are 
new strategies and renewed energy for ministry, often 
generated by emerging leaders. We have developed 
a framework to build on, and now is the time to 
engage in hard work together. As you do in your 
congregation, we want our collaborative e!orts to be 
both faithfully thoughtful and sustainable. We want to 
build up the body of Christ today and for the future. 

Looking across the church, I am grateful for your 
generous giving of time, talents and resources. Yes, 
God does continue to bless us! God will provide 
both relief from life’s struggles and hope for a 
stronger church, God’s church. We do not need to 
know how the future will unfold. As members in 
the body of Christ, we need only trust that God is 
with us and will provide. 

Building up the body of Christ together, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers,  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature 
of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 
scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow 
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together 
by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each 
part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in 
building itself up in love.” —Ephesians 4:11-16

A message from

ELCA Presiding Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton 

“



January 2021                                                  

Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson’s            

Report to the                                       

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 

Dear Pastors, Deacons, SAMs, Council 
Presidents and Lay Leaders of the Northwest 
Synod of Wisconsin, 

On behalf of the synod council and the synod 
ministers, I want to express to you all my 
deepest appreciation and thanks for the hard 
work you’ve all done in the last nine months to 
keep your congregational members and 
neighbors safe during this unprecedented time in 
history. You made difficult decisions, adapted 
your ministry, improvised, experimented, and 
learned as fast as you could ways to connect 
with your people safely! Thank you for your 
faithful ministry! You 
have been done 
extraordinary creative 
ministry even as you have 
been grieving all the 
losses we’ve experienced 
this past year. Some have lost loved ones who 
have died from the coronavirus.  Some are 
grieving the loss of weekly in-person worship 
and especially missed celebrating Easter and 
Christmas together, and others are grieving the 
loss of small group Bible Study, quilting, choirs 
or Sunday school. The stress, the fear, the grief, 
and the pressure to return to in-person worship 
has been exhausting.  I know I’m tired of all of 
this and I’m sure you are too. There is hope. 
There is a vaccine. Soon, friends, we can return 
to a more normal way of 
gathering. We must be 
patient a little longer and 
wait for the infection rate to 
drop and for more to receive 
the vaccine. I’m hosting a 

synod wide Zoom meeting with Rev. Kerri 

Parker, Executive Director of the Wisconsin 

Council of Churches on Tuesday, February 2  

at 10 am to talk about safely returning to in-

person worship. Please join by clicking this 

link: 
https://zoom.us/j/93774999116?pwd=MEtnWklMcy93OU8zRUM
wc25uaFJBZz09 Passcode: 970600 

This winter I’ve meet with about 25 church 
councils across our synod for prayer, devotions 
and a brief conversation before their regular 
meeting. During the conversation we talk about 
the real struggles they have had with the 

pandemic but we’ve also 
discussed the opportunities 
that the pandemic has 
presented them.  At one of 
those meetings the 
congregation’s treasurer 

talked about how surprised he was that the 
offering had continued to be so strong even 
though the church building was essentially 
closed. He said that for him, the opportunity was 
to learn that the church wasn’t about the 
building really at all it was about so much more, 
the people and the people engaged in ministry 
outside the walls of the building. Your annual 
meeting is an opportunity to discuss your 
church’s ministry beyond your building. 
Everyone is waiting for life after the pandemic. 

What will your church’s 
ministry look like on the 
other side of COVID 19?  

A few years ago when I was 
Director for Evangelical 
Mission in our synod, I met 

with church leaders and asked them, “If your 
church building were to burn down tonight (God 
forbid) what would the community, (not your 
church members) miss the most? That question 
helped start the conversation about ministry 

“If your church building were to 

burn down tonight (God forbid) what 

would the community, (not your 

church members) miss the most? 

Rev. Kerri Parker, Executive Director of the 
Wisconsin Council of Churches on Tuesday, 

February 2 at 10 am ZOOM                                                
SAFELY RETURNING TO                      

IN-PERSON WORSHIP. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/93774999116?pwd=MEtn#WklMcy93OU8zRUMwc25uaFJBZz09
https://zoom.us/j/93774999116?pwd=MEtn#WklMcy93OU8zRUMwc25uaFJBZz09


beyond the walls of the building. This pandemic 
has shown us that we can reach out beyond our 
buildings with online worship services, classes, 
caring ministries, and new ways of meeting the 
needs of the hungry and poor. What has your 
congregation done beyond the walls of its 
building for the sake of God’s mission in the 
world before COVID? What might it do now 
and after COVID is a thing of the past?   For 
more ideas on how to have this conversation 
with your congregation, check out this 
presentation I gave to the Lay School in 
December titled Blizzard, Winter, Ice Age: 
Church Leadership during a Pandemic. 
http://nwswi.org/lay-school-of-ministry  

This year our Synod Assembly will be held on 
Zoom on April 17, 2021. The theme is Justice 
and Joy: When Justice is done, it is Joy to 

the righteous. Proverbs 21:15 We will have 
full day of important work to do together. To 
make good use of our time on April 17 there will 
be four hearings to discuss and review the 
resolutions and other business before the 
assembly. These meetings will also be on Zoom 
on April, 8. 10, 13, and 15. The resolutions are 
on Hunger, Racial, Gender, and Environmental 
Justice.  

In 2021 the synod’s ministry will intentionally 

focus on Justice. Beginning January 11 the first 
group leaders in our synod will engage in a 
learning process called Transforming White 
Privilege (TWP). You are invited to join this 
course or the ones that follow to move toward 
greater understanding of racial justice. 
Registration information at 
www.nwswi.org/calendar. 

dSynod Calendar Dates 2021 

Jan 5, 12, 19, 26, Feb 2, 9, 16                                     
Tues Together@10  
Jan 7 Endowment Committee Meeting 
Jan 11, 18, Feb. 1, Feb 8 Transforming White 
Privilege (TWP) Training Deacon David Behling, 
Rev. Elizabeth Bier and Rev. Jen Collins  
Jan. 24-25 Winter Theo-Finding our Way to a 
Wider Welcome- Speakers: Emmy Kegler, pastor 
and author, One Coin Found and Aubrey 
Thonvold, Director of Reconciling Works.  
Feb. 11 or Feb 13 Leaving a Legacy, Virtual 
Workshop with Cynthia Halverson 
Jan 31 EPIC virtual resources for council 
training 
Feb 20 Walking Together-Justice League   

Feb 27 Synod Council 
April 8, 10, 13, 15 Resolution Hearings 
April 17 Synod Assembly-Justice and Joy 
 
To register or for more information about any of 
these events, please go to   
www.nwswi.org/calendar 

Thank you for your faithful, prayerful, and financial support of the work that we do together as the 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. Thank you for your partnership in ministry, so that the next generation 
will come to know and love Jesus.                                          

Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

 

Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson, Rev. Randy Olson, Elizabeth Bartsch, 
Rev. Greg Kaufmann, Deacon David Behling, Rev. Erin Nelson, 
Deacon Laura Ramlow            Thank you! 

 

When Justice is done, it is Joy to the righteous. Proverbs 21:15 

http://nwswi.org/lay-school-of-ministry
http://www.nwswi.org/calendar
http://www.nwswi.org/calendar


 Agenda 

Hope Lutheran Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 31, 2021 

 

1.  Opening Devotions 

2.  Approval of Agenda 

3.  Minutes of January 26, 2020 Annual Meeting Page 1,2  

4.  Approval of Minutes 

5.  Reports  

a. Pastors Report    Page 3, 4 

b. Council President – Executive Committee   Page 5 

c. HLCW Financial Report   Page 6  

d. Endowment Fund Financial Report   Page 7 

e. HLCW Mission Action   Page 8 

f. Board of Outreach   Page 9  

g. Sleep in Heavenly Peace   Page 10 

h. Board of Education   Page 11  

i. Youth and Family   Page 12  

j. Worship and Music   Page 13, 14  

k. Board of Rachel’s Place   Page 15, 16 

l. Board of Trustees/Buildings and Grounds  Page 17 

m. Hope Statistically   Page 18 

n. 2020 Church Council  Page 19 

6.   Approval of Congregational Reports 

7.   Hope Lutheran Church and Rachel’s Place Financial Reports        Appendix A 

(green) 

8.   Approval of Financial Reports 

9.   Presentation of Budget for 2021     Appendix B (purple) 

10.  Approval of Budget for 2021 

11.  Unfinished Business - none  

13.  New Business - none 

14.  Election of new officers, board members, and committee members 

         Ballot 2021               Separate 

Sheet (Pink)  

15.  Lord’s Prayer and Adjournment  



Hope Lutheran Annual Congregational Meeting 
January 26, 2020 

 
1.  Opening Devotions: Litany led by Pr. Mary Erickson 
Meeting called to order at 11:09 AM by President Paul Brenner 
2.  Approval of Agenda: Addition: personnel report.  Motion to accept: Terrie Hanke, 2nd Bob Adams. 
Passed 
3. Minutes of January 27, 2019 Annual Meeting 
4.  Approval of Minutes of 2019 Annual Meeting: Motion to accept: Sue Tietz, 2nd Diane 
Peterson. Passed  
5. Reports  
a. Pastors Report: See Pastor’s Report.  Reviewed events of 2019.  A very eventful, successful year!  
Staff introduced. Paul Brenner was thanked for his service. Goals and outcomes for 2019 reviewed. 
2020 Goals and Outcomes introduced. Paul thanked Pr. Mary for her interest and energy.   
b. Council President – Executive Committee: Paul Brenner recognized Rachel’s Place for their 
importance and contributions to Hope. Presented Leanne O’Bryan with a certificate of appreciation. 
c. HLCW Financial Report     
d Endowment Fund Financial Report    
e. Mission Action    
f. Board of Outreach     
g. Community Table     
h. Board of Deacons    
i. Board of Education    
j. Youth and Family     
k. Worship and Music     
l. Board of Rachel’s Place    
m. Sleep in Heavenly Peace      
n. Board of Trustees/Buildings and Grounds  

Personnel committee: Sue Tietz, Mark Larson, Sue Norgaard, Pr. Mary.  Reported on what 
they do and urged people to come to them with any problems. 

o. Hope Statistically    
p. 2019 Church council 
6.  Approval of Congregational Reports: Motion: Bob Adams 2nd: Sue Norgaard Passed 
7.  Hope Lutheran Church and Rachel’s Place Financial Reports: Jim Henke reviewed and explained 
Summary of Funds. Outlined the many contributions of Rachel’s Place.       
8.  Approval of Financial Reports: Motion: Terrie Hanke, 2nd Bridgit Mazuk.  Passed 
9.  Presentation of Budget for 2020:      
10.  Approval of Budget for 2020: Motion: Elaine Clark, 2nd Pat Soderlund.  Passed      
11.  Constitution Revisions: Revisions explained by Pr. Mary. Most are small language changes, and 
many are required by the ELCA.  Motion to accept: Mark Larson, 2nd Sue Norgaard.  Passed 
12.  Unfinished Business- none  
13.  New Business- none 
 

1 



 
14.  Election of new officers, board members, and committee members: There is room for people to 
join several of the boards.  There were no new nominations. 
Ballot 2020: Motion to accept: Diane Peterson, 2nd Sandy Schulner.  Passed 
15.  Lord’s Prayer and Adjournment: Motion to adjourn: Terrie Hanke.  Adjourned at 11:55 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Deb Adams, Executive Board Secretary 
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Pastoral Annual Report for 2020 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It’s said that hindsight is 20-20. That is most certainly true of the year 2020. No one could have foreseen 
what this year would bring! In this report, I look back on the year that has been. It has brought both 
challenge and opportunity, disappointments but also hope. 
 
Of course, the defining feature of this year has been the COVID-19 pandemic. In March we ceased to 
worship in person. Little did we know that this would continue for as long as it has. We responded by 
finding new ways to praise God. Streaming our worship had been a back-burner goal, but the coronavirus 
prompted us into the realm of electronic worship in a very big hurry! After our first week’s attempt at 
filming from an iPhone, we learned how to stream our worship right side up instead of sideways! We’ve 
certainly had a very steep learning curve, and it’s paid dividends: 

• We did not anticipate that the volume of people viewing our online worship would outpace our 
average in-person worship attendance. Viewers have worshiped with us – and on a regular basis 
– from across the nation and even as far away as Ghana, Africa. 

• We’ve continued to include congregational participation with scriptural readers, assisting 
ministers, and musicians. 

• This summer we added a podcast of our weekly sermons on PodBean and Apple Podcasts. We’ve 
had listeners from various states besides Wisconsin and even two listeners in Russia. Amazing! 

• A mid-week worship opportunity, Encounter Hope, was launched in the spring. Thanks to Les 
Munnik and Jim Newman for your leadership. 

• During the months of fair weather, we provided drive-up communion on Sunday mornings. It was 
very nice to make safe contact with people and share in our Lord’s supper. 

 
The pandemic placed drastic restrictions on the ability to provide in-person pastoral care. Hospital 
visitations, bringing communion to shut-ins, the activities of our Pastoral Partners, these have all ceased. 
Thank goodness we still have the telephone and mail service! They have been essential tools for 
communication. 
 
Thanks go to our Returning to In-Person Worship task force (Lynn Weber, Alice Bates, Ann Miloszewicz). 
Their efforts helped in determining traffic flow in the building, space capacity in the sanctuary, and so 
many other details. Their findings have helped us in safely conducting small weddings and funerals. We 
were also able to worship in-person for three weeks in October before the local virus infections spiked.  
Thankfully, we could celebrate the rite of Confirmation for our five youth and their families. 
 
Hope found many ways to respond to the critical needs of our community due to the pandemic. In April 
we were approached by Lutheran Social Services to assist with providing meals to the homeless 
community being housed temporarily in Hobbs Ice Arena. $1200 from the Hospitality Reserve were 
dedicated to this end. Hope also provided a weekly volunteer team at Feed My People Food Bank as the 
demand for food assistance in the area has seen a dramatic increase. Through the generosity of some of 
our members, we hosted monthly pop-up food pantries in our parking lot for Eau Claire’s north side. We 
also opened up our building for Red Cross blood drives and as a polling site for the November election.  
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Our council took swift actions in the spring to mitigate financial struggles from the pandemic. They were 
able to reduce our monthly mortgage payments to interest only for a three-month period. They (along 
with Rachel’s Place) also applied for the government’s Paycheck Protection Program and received 
assistance with providing salaries to employees. During this very unusual period, our congregation’s giving 
has been reduced somewhat but overall has remained consistent. Thank you for your generosity to our 
ministries and mission! Our fall stewardship emphasis was extremely vibrant. It dramatically surpassed 
the number of giving intention cards from the previous year. The congregation also responded in spades 
to two matching gift opportunities (for the letter box on top of the corner sign and for the ELCA hunger 
grant for Weekend Kid’s Meals). 
 
Education opportunities took a hit this year. Vacation Bible School, Bible Camp and the summer youth trip 
were all cancelled. The ELCA has also postponed the National Youth Gathering into 2022. We finished out 
spring’s confirmation ministries online. In September we were able to meet in person for confirmation 
while practicing social distancing. However, the late fall spike in the virus forced us to transition to meeting 
by Zoom. We hope to return to in-person confirmation in January. Opportunities for adult education were 
offered virtually on Zoom. 
 
On a personal note, Dale and I moved to Eau Claire in September and we sold our Menomonie house in 
November. We are extremely happy to be living in Eau Claire! 
 
Our congregation is very blessed to have such a positive and dynamic church staff. It’s a joy and privilege 
to work with them. As usual, the year has brought some changes to our staff. Alice Bates became the 
Office Assistant in January. Her skills in hospitality and organization are perfect for the position. In late 
fall, Brian Petersen started as our maintenance person. He brings his broad knowledge of basic repair skills 
and often sees things needing attention before anyone else does. 
 
The biggest change in personnel has been in our church governance. After 28 years of service, Jim Henke 
announced that he will retire as our church treasurer. Jim first took on the role in 1992 when the previous 
treasurer, Larry Skoug, passed away. Jim has brought such a long historical knowledge of our 
congregation’s finances. His steady presence has been a blessing. We wish him well in his much-deserved 
retirement. Jim has been working with our new treasurer, Ericka Frueh, to ensure a smooth transition.  
Ericka is a quick learner and we look forward to working with her going forward. Welcome, Ericka! Jim’s 
last action as our treasurer will be to participate in our annual meeting. 
 
We may not have anticipated all that the year would bring, but God certainly did. Under the protection 
and guiding hand of the Holy Spirit, we have moved forward each day in faith. As God’s people, abounding 
in hope, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we invite all to share in the unfolding experience of Jesus Christ. 
 
Peace to you, 
Pastor Mary Erickson 
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Dear Congregation, 

It has been my pleasure to serve as your Council President for 2020 and I am looking forward to 
completing my two-year term in 2021. 

This past year’s focus has been “How do we stay healthy?”.  With a worldwide pandemic hitting us in the 
face, we turned the other cheek.  Hope Lutheran and its congregation has stepped up to this challenge 
with grace and dignity.  I have listed some of my reflections below. 

Covid-19 Pandemic:  These are crazy times we live in.  This pandemic has pulled at our heartstrings as it 
involves several of our friends, family and loved ones.  We have lost the personal interaction with our 
fellow worshipers and we are getting used to interactions with our electronic devices.  My message is 
this: “stay strong…….stay positive…….we will get through this!” 

Outreach:    Outreach in our community is stronger than ever.  Weekend Kid’s meals delivered to Sam 
Davey.  The quilts displayed once a year and distributed far and wide. Support of the Community Table, 
the Beacon House, and the Bolton Refuge House.  The project at Luther Park.  All of those are powerful.  
The El Salvador mission and even beyond our continent with donations from our endowment fund 
through the synod, we are making worldwide impact. 

Hope Staff:  First I would like to thank Jim Henke for his years of service as our Treasurer at Hope 
Lutheran and I would like to introduce Ericka Frueh as his replacement.  A huge shoutout goes to the 
Hope Lutheran Staff!  Our staff has stepped up and done a terrific job with the change from in person 
services to online services.  Unfortunately, this is the current world we live in and I am very proud of our 
staff for making the most of it. 

Rachel’s Place:  I would like to thank LeAnne and her staff for fighting through a very rough year.  That 
said, Rachel’s Place continues to step up and help offset the cost of several projects at Hope Lutheran.  
For that, I say “Thank You”. 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace:  Covid-19 has put a dent in our armor, but we are very anxious to start 
delivering beds again to those deserving kids in our area. 

In closing, I would like everyone to look deep inside of themselves and ask the question “How can I pay 
it forward?”  I am so proud to be a member of this Hope Lutheran FAMILY!  I want to Thank You for this 
past year’s financial contributions and I look forward to seeing each one of you in church very soon. 

I am honored to be your council president…………………………….. Thank You! 

Mark A. Larson 
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HLCW Missions Action 
 

The hope Quilters would like to thank the entire congregation for their support, generosity and 
prayers.  A special thanks to a few of our dedicated ladies who made quilts at home during this 
difficult time.  Without the help of these ladies, we would never have made 222 quilts to give to 
the people in our area who needed them.   
 
Lakeshore Elementary – 40 
Locust Lane – 15 
Chippewa Schools – 20 
Northwoods Elementary – 10 
Altoona Schools - 15 
Beacon House – 10 
Bolton Refuge House – 15 
Sojourner House – 10 
Salvation Army – 30 
Sleep In heavenly Peace – 12 
Ruby’s pantry – 30 
Senior Graduates – 10 
Sold – 4 
Gift – 1 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Sharon Hartl 
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   Board of Outreach Overview of 2020 

  Our Mission Statement: Continue supporting the ongoing Outreach programs and 
be flexible and open to other needs if the church and our community                        
 The Board of Outreach would like to again thank you for your amazing 
generosity and support of our various ministries we sustained throughout this 
challenging year. January & February Hope Lutheran volunteers, alongside of the 
members of the Board of Outreach,  packed numerous Weekend Kids Meals every 
Wednesday night & delivered them across the street to Sam Davey. Due to the 
Pandemic, FMP Food Bank took over for us, March - through to the end of the 
school year. We were able to continue with our fund drives to sustain these 
ministries. Thank you so much for your support.                                                       
  The Remembrance Tree Fund allowed us to provide Hope's yearly 
commitment to the Community Table. Again, this year we had an indoor tree that 
was lit up with a multitude of blue and white lights, in honor & memory of loved 
ones. Gary & Linda Johnson donated an Angel Tree Topper in honor or their 
daughter, Heather.                                                                                                 
 Outreach gathered funds, Love for Campers, that were to be used for 
Luther Park campers and Vacation Bible School. However, due to the pandemic, 
these funds will be held until campers are allowed to utilize them.                 
  Outreach collected many school supplies that were distributed to children 
in need at Sam Davey. We also gathered boxes of hats, mittens, and scarves that 
were given to the  Community Table  and the children at Sam Davey. The Board of 
Outreach supported the El Salvador Health Mission Trip. We collected Days for 
Girls necessities,  not readily available in El Salvador. Deb & Bob Adams, along with 
Carol Mohr, volunteered their time and talents on that trip in February.               
 I'd like to thank the members of the Board of Outreach for this past year 
for their countless hours volunteering:  Bob Adams, Deb Adams, Carol Mohr, Mike 
Weber,  Lewis Titus. We welcomed Bridgit Mazuk into our Outreach Ministry. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Luhman Turner 



 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
 

This has been our first full year of being a Sleep In Heavenly Peace Chapter in Eau Claire 
County. As a chapter sponsor, Hope is responsible for organizing volunteer builds and for 
delivering beds along with mattresses, bedding and pillows to approved applicants. 

With covid this has been a tough year building and delivering beds.  Even with all the 
challenges we were able to have two bed builds this past year. One was with 8 Lutheran 
Churches from Eau Claire in conjunction with the “Gods Work, Our Hands” special Sunday. The 
other was sponsored by local realtors and a title company. 

Bedding -sheets, quilts and pillows fill our SHP storage room here at Hope Lutheran 
Church.  People here at Hope have generously donated along with many other churches in the 
Eau Claire area.  Tall stacks of headers/footers, side rails, safety rails and slats are stored in the 
Hope garage ready to be delivered as soon as it is safe.  We have 5 delivery teams that 
transport parts and assemble and make the beds up for the kids.  The delivery teams can tell 
stories how happy and excited the kids are to have a bed of their own that nobody is going to 
take away. 

While it may seem that the kids are the big winners here, everyone who pitches in to 
get kids off the floor wins.  The volunteers who cut wood, sand, drill holes, stain, deliver and 
assemble beds truly enjoy the opportunity.  The people who purchase and donate blankets, 
sheets and pillows feel good about providing that bedding.  The quilters who create a beautiful 
quit send love and warmth out to every child. 

We have a long list of children needing a bed. As soon as it is safe to go into people’s 
homes the orders will be filled.  The SHP team is thankful for the continuing support of this 
ministry through the donation of pillows and bedding. 

 
Respectfully, 
The Sleep in Heavenly Peace Team 
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Board of Education 

 

He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them, and he said:   

“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will  

never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

2020 has been a year for so many firsts!  The Board of Education met in person on February 10th, it was 

our first and only meeting together in 2020.  We met by e mails and texts during the rest of the year due 

to Covid 19 and restrictions of meeting in person.     

 

The Board of Education consists of staff members, Ann Miloszewicz and Les Munnik; Congregation 

members, Mary Rettke, Adam Prell and Andrea Storm.  We are actively seeking more members for this 

Board, please contact Ann Miloszewicz if you can help with this.   

 

We are in anticipation of what 2021 will look like.  As I write this report, we are not meeting in person 

for Sunday School and Oasis, Confirmation and Ice have met as space allows and can be done safely.  We 

are praying for a return of more youth activities in the near future.   

 

Wednesday night Oasis met for a total of 2 times in October and Sunday School met 1 time before the 

Covid numbers started to creep upwards and schools started closing and going all on line.  We want to 

say a huge THANK YOU to Mark and Vicki Knutson, Liz Christman, Breanna Winsand, Lauren Kainz and 

Kayla Wiese for volunteering to teach this year.  Thank you for going above and beyond for the kids here 

at Hope, we really appreciate you.   

 

I put together a weekly e mail to families with something relating to our lessons for the week and a 

children’s bulletin each week.  I hope this was helpful to families to keep kids connected to their faith in 

this time of uncertainty. 

 

Confirmation met longer that any group here at Hope.  Confirmation years are so important in faith 

formation that we tried to keep them engaged as long as we could.  Even when they could not meet in 

person, they zoomed some classes before the Christmas break.  Pastor Mary has put a great 

Confirmation program together for 6th, 7th and 8th grade.  Her time and excitement for this is contagious.   

Thank you to Kate Thompson, Luke Gower, Julie Petersen and Les Munnik for helping lead small groups.  

 

As we move into the new year, we are excited for the HOPE of return to Luther Park, Vacation Bible 

School, Middle School youth events, summer mission trips, Sunday School, Oasis, Round Up, music 

programs and much, much more.  We are longing for face to face communication and learning, we do 

have HOPE that it will be here soon. 

 

Blessings, 

Ann Miloszewicz 
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A Rough Year Can’t Stop “FIRE & “ICE” 
Though I don’t need to say it - 2020 was quite a year!  

Even though the Covid 19 pandemic created all kinds of obstacles, our Youth and 

Family Program soldiered on. We haven’t been together as often as we’d like but thanks 
to technology we’ve stayed connected. Here are some highlights of our activities: 
* Our “FIRE” High school youth held a ‘Pop-up - Drive Through Food Pantry on a 
Tuesday. Sixteen of our middle and high school students helped distribute food to the 
cars. It felt great to be together as we helped those in need. 
*On Wednesday afternoons we used ZOOM technology to chat about life in general and 
share how the pandemic had affected us. We all miss being with our friends and 
extended families and our old, normal activities. 
*Our “ICE” middle school group kicked off the fall season with a bonfire/weenie roast 
with rousing Ga-Ga Pit games outside. We had a great turnout and lots of fun. 
*We had a great time playing volleyball in Olson Hall, but I must admit that the girls 
outplayed the boys. 
*Our artistic talents were put to the test when we carved pumpkins in Olson Hall. We 
ended up with twelve amazingly carved pumpkins. Pictures were posted to Facebook so 
friends and family could vote for the best one. 
*The Halloween Party in Olson Hall was all treats and no tricks. The kids made caramel 
apples and we played Halloween Bingo for some ‘spooky’ prizes. 
*We had some fierce competition in our Carpetball tournament. The winner received a 
$10.00 Subway gift card.  

Sadly, our ASP mission trip was canceled due to Covid. I know many of us were really 
looking forward to doing ‘hands on’ mission work. Right now we are looking for some 
short distance mission trips for 2021. Canceling ASP meant that we missed out on the 
fun and fellowship of our regular fundraisers. And the community has missed out on 
supporting our programs.  

I really miss being more involved in the lives of our young people. I miss the concerts, 
plays, sporting events, and impromptu gatherings. 
Yes, the past year has been a challenge. It has challenged our patience, our creativity, 
our strength and even our faith. I am pleased to note that both our confirmation and our 
youth group remain strong and I am looking forward to spending more face-to-face time 
with all of them in the near future  

Respectfully, 

Les Munnik  
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MUSIC MINISTRY-Hope Lutheran Church-2020 

The Music Ministry at Hope Lutheran offers a variety of options to participate in this exciting 

part of our Lutheran worship experience. 

 

SINGERS OF HOPE—is open to all singers high school and above, and sings at the 9:00 a.m. 

worship each Sunday. 

BELLS OF HOPE—Provides Handbell Music on the 1st Sunday of the month at the 9:00 a.m. 

service. The Group also participates in the Annual Big Ring in the spring.  Eighty to ninety 

ringers from the Chippewa Valley gather for a day of rehearsing in the morning, and then 

presenting a free afternoon concert. (This will resume again when the Covid precautions are 

lifted.) 

FLOCK OF FLUTES—is open to all flute players in the congregation and participates at least once 

a month at the 9:00 a.m. service and other seasonal services when needed. 

HOPE PRAISE TEAM—sings music of a more contemporary vein, is open to all, and sings the last 

Sunday of the month. 

ENCOUNTER HOPE—is our Thursday night worship, led by Les Munnik and Jim Newman. This 

service is more informal and uses many familiar praise songs, and is led by a quartet of 

vocalists. As we move back into “Live Worship” we will be planning on asking for more musical 

participation from our youth and congregation. 

KIDS PRAISE—is a group made up of our Sunday School children, and any other children that 

are interested. This group usually sings the last Sunday of the month. The group  presents a 

Christmas Program within the Sunday worship, and a special Palm Sunday anthem.  

RACHEL’S PLACE—Pastor Mary has a weekly Chapel Time for the children of Rachel’s Place, 

singing songs and prayers in the Sanctuary of the church. This past summer, Jim and Gary had a 

weekly Music Group with a small group of 2nd and 3rd Graders, giving them a chance to explore 

playing many instruments used in the worship services here at Hope. 

CELLO CONNECTION—is a group of approximately 30 adults from the area who rehearse here 

at Hope, and present two concerts a year. They have played in the Advent /Christmas Concert 

with the music groups here at the church. Some members of Hope are members of this group. 
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LUMINARIA—was held for the first time, with hundreds of Luminaria lights placed in the 

parking lot area with Christmas music playing. Many musicians suggested carolers walking 

about, so this will be added to next year’s event. 

**This past year has seen a dramatic change in the Music Program.  With the pandemic, there 

have been no group rehearsals of any kind, and no live worship in the Sanctuary.  We have 

been streaming services on Sunday Morning, and inserting solos, duets, and small ensembles 

taped earlier in the week. This will continue into the spring and summer this year. Hopefully by 

fall, we will return to our normal schedule. Thanks to all the musicians who took part in this 

new opportunity. 

We will continue to offer a variety of worship opportunities for the many talented people of 

Hope Lutheran Church.  

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Respectfully,  

Gary Polden 

Jim Newman 

Donna Benrud 
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Rachel’s Place Board 
2020 Annual Report 

 
The purpose of the Rachel’s Place board is to support the childcare staff and programs so that 
the quality of child care provided matches the mission of not only the center but also that of 
Hope.  We work as a team to monitor budgets, staffing, and programs to be sure that each child 
is provided a safe and loving environment that is rooted in Jesus’ teachings and love.  In 
addition, our purpose is to plan special events to celebrate the happenings of the center as well 
as strengthen the relationship with the congregation.  
 

 2020, WOW! Need I say more? It has been a year filled with MANY challenges, but 

through those challenges many positives have risen to the top! When the governor ordered 

“Safer at Home”, in March, Rachel’s Placed closed for 5 weeks due to low enrollment and 

staffing uncertainties. Rachel’s Place had money in our emergency reserves to pay our staff for 

those 5 weeks.  Hope and Rachel’s Place jointly applied for a federal loan with the Small 

Business Administration for $115,272. This loan was required to be used for payroll, mortgage 

interest and utilities.  Rachel’s Place reopened on April 28, just as our PPP (Paycheck 

Protection Program) loan was approved. Enrollment was very low in May requiring only half of 

our staff to work, But June 1st began our summer programs, and enrollment returned to our 

usual summer numbers.  

The Fall enrollment has seen fewer children, due to the need to limit class sizes and our 

struggle to find qualified staff. We also had many changes and struggles figuring out how to 

safely and economically deliver the EC4T program and School Age care. The school district 

operated a blended model, where the children attended school 2 days per week and virtual 

learning 3 days per week. This blended learning model added many expenses to our budget, 

while taking in less tuition. Through the CARES ACT and the State of Wisconsin, Rachel’s 

Place applied for and received $70,210 in grant money, to be used for staff incentives and any 

other expenses related to keeping a clean and safe environment for young children. Despite our 

best mitigation efforts, we did need to close the center for a 14-day quarantine due to a staff 

member testing positive for Covid-19 in Nov.  

 2020 has brought us” wash up, back up, mask up” & virtual learning. It has also brought 

us smaller class sizes, which in turn, gave more time for individualized care for the children. It 

has brought us closures and quarantines, but has also brought us time to reflect and grow 

personally and professionally. Our staff were able to take advantage of many virtual continuing 

education opportunities at free or reduced costs. Each perceived negative seemed to also have 

a positive! The Lord works in mysterious ways! 
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 We are truly blessed at Rachel’s Place to retain our core staff members!  Of our 17 staff, 

6 have been here for more than 5 years. 2 others have been with us for 3 years, and 2 others 

have worked here in the past and returned to work at Rachel’s Place. I am very proud of the 

hard work, loyalty and dedication the staff gives to the children, families and to the mission of 

Rachel’s Place. 

This chart highlights our achievements for 2020! 
Staff Development 
2 staff finished Inclusion 
credential 
1 staff completed Lead 
Teacher Certification 
4 staff completed Pyramid 
Model course with one on 
one coaching (social 
emotional ed.) 
ALL staff completed more 
than 25 hours of Continuing 
Ed. 

YoungStar 
*Revised & Updated Staff 
handbook 
*Revised and updated all 
Allergy Policies  
*Enhanced Infant 
environment 
 

Program 
*Updated and revised Staff 
& Parent handbook to 
include all new licensing 
rules re: Emergency 
procedures, background 
check rules 
*Reduced Licensing 
Violations for paperwork! 

Building 
*Moved Laundry 
Appliances & properly vent 
Dryer 
*Replaced Klumby building 
door 
*Replaced Patio Entrance 
door 
* Replaced Expansion tank 
in Boiler room 
  *A Person to Maintain this 
building! (Welcome Brian!) 

 
Rachel’s Place had the privilege of serving 96 families in 2020! This includes all of our families 
in the child care center, and EC4T. We had 32 children from EC4T, go off to Kindergarten. 
 
 
 
We will continue to strive for excellence by: 

1. Providing high quality care to the children.   
2. Sharing God’s love and peace with the children & families. 

 
Thank all board members and others who have helped in the past year: 
Donna Weidman, Sue Norgaard, Allison Martinson, Allen Mazuk, Pastor Mary Erickson, Ann 
Miloszewicz, Scott Olson, Gary Polden, Alice Bates, Jody Christian & Brian Petersen.   
 
Thank you to all those here at HOPE who are always willing to help and support 
Rachel’s Place!  
 
 We are truly blessed to be sharing in Ministry at Hope Lutheran Church. 
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A Look at Hope Statistically 
 

 

2019 
 

       Baptized   Confirmed 
Membership, December 31, 2018 1230 817 
 
Members received 2019 
 By baptism 8  
 By affirmation of faith 0  
 By transfer from ELCA cong. 20 14 
 By transfer from other Luth. cong. 7 3 
 Total members received this year 35 17 
Baptized youth confirmed in 2019 ____  __9  
  1265 843 
 
Members removed in 2019  
 By death 13 13 
 By transfer to other ELCA cong. 8 4 
 By transfer to other Luth. cong. 0 0 
 Removed/statistical adjustment 89 64 
Total members removed this year __110 _81 
Membership December 31, 2019 1155 762  
Average number in attendance weekly in worship  180 
Number of marriages 2019 2 
 

2020 
 

       Baptized   Confirmed 
Membership, December 31, 2019 1155 762 
 
Members received 2020      
 By baptism 1  
 By affirmation of faith 0  
 By transfer from ELCA cong. 2 2 
 By transfer from other Luth. cong. 0 0 
 Total members received this year 38 2 
Baptized youth confirmed in 2018 ____ __5 
  1268 769 
Members removed in 2020        
 By death 12 12 
 By transfer to other ELCA cong. 0 0 
 By transfer to other Luth. cong. 0 0 
 Removed/statistical adjustment 0 0 
Total members removed this year _12 _12 
Membership December 31, 2020 1146 757  
Average number in attendance weekly in worship  N.A.  – COVID-19  
Number of marriages 2020 4 
 
 



2020 Church Council Members  
Hope Lutheran Church  

Executive Committee 
President  Mark Larson  2/1/20-2/1/22  Youth Council member: 

 Vice President  Al Mazuk  2/1/20-2/1/22    
 Secretary  Deb Adams  2/1/19-2/1/21*  
 Treasurer  Jim Henke  2/1/20-2/1/22* 

Board of Trustees  Sue Tietz  2/1/19-2/1/21  
    Mark Larson  2/1/19-2/1/21 
    Bob Klimpke  2/1/20-2/1/22* 
    Terri Hanke  2/1/19-2/1/21 
    Mark Turner  2/1/20-2/1/22* 
    Alice Bates  2/1/20-2/1/22 
    Stacy Winsand  2/1/20-2/1/22 
 
Board of Education  Carrie Rettke  2/1/20-2/1/22*  

Mary Rettke  2/1/20-2/1/22*  
Adam Prell  2/1/20-2/1/21 
Andrea Storm  2/1/20-2/1/21 

     
Board of Outreach  Mary Luhman  2/1/19-2/1/21  
    Mike Weber  2/1/19-2/1/21 
    Carol Mohr  2/1/19-2/1/21  
    Lewis Titus  2/1/19-2/1/21 
    Bridgit Mazuk  2/1/20-2/1/22 
    Bob Adams  Ad Hoc 
 
Board Early Childhood Allison Martinson 2/1/20-2/1/22   
    Donna Weidman Ad Hoc    
    Sue Norgaard  Ad Hoc 
 
     
Endowment Committee: Carol Mohr  2/1/20-2/1/22* 
    Sue Tietz  2/1/20-2/1/22* 
    Butch Martin  2/1/19-2/1/21 
    Roger Skatrud  2/1/19-2/1/21 
    Ron Kaeding  2/1/20-2/1/22 
    Nancy Hallin  2/1/20-2/1/22 
 
* - 2nd Term  
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Litany
L.  O God of all power and love …  

C.  … we give thanks for your unfailing 
presence. 

L.  O God of all power and love, we give 
thanks …  

C.  … for the hope you provide in times 
of uncertainty and loss.  

L.  O God of all power and love … 

C. … we ask you to send your Holy 
Spirit to enkindle in us your holy 
!re.

L.  O God of all power and love, we ask 
you …

C.  … to revive us to live as Christ’s 
body in the world.

L.  O God of all power and love, we ask 
to be …

C.  … a people who pray, worship, 
learn, break bread, share life, heal 
neighbors, bear good news, seek 
justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 

L.  O God of all power and love, we ask 
you to be with us …

C.  … wherever and however we gather. 
Unite us in common prayer and 
send us in common mission, that 
we and the whole creation might 
be restored and renewed, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OPENING LITURGY

Text: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from 
copyright administrator.



In the early verses of Ephesians 4, the apostle Paul 
writes to the Christians in Ephesus, a city on the 
Aegean Sea at the mouth of a river and at the 
intersection of three trading routes. The letter was 
written about ten years after the church had started. 
During the early years of this congregation, Jews and 
Gentiles from several ethnicities and nationalities 
had come together to form “one body.” Paul was 
aware that they had done well and commended 
them for their faith and love. 

The word “one” appears more than seven times in 
the "rst four verses. This re#ects the importance Paul 
gave to being called into the “unity of Christ.” He 
wanted to note that, although many of the church 
members came from far o!, there is “one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism.” This oneness re#ects God’s gift 
of reconciliation in Christ.

A second emphasis from Paul was that, as believers, 
they were to “bear with one another in love.” This 
would require humility, gentleness and patience as 
each of them practiced their faith. It would require 
tolerance to “maintain unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” 

A third emphasis was that each person had been 
given gifts by God and that these gifts were given 
to increase the whole. Because the Ephesian 
church was a young congregation and its members 
were just beginning in their faith journey, their 
understandings were often tossed to and fro. But 
as they grew in faith, each person contributed to 
building up the body of Christ. 

The fourth and "nal emphasis was that by “speaking 
the truth in love,” each person must grow into Christ. 
This means taking time to learn about one another 
and their gifts. Knowing these gifts, we can do God’s 
work both within and beyond the faith community. 
When there are decisions to make or relationships 
to reconcile, we know to begin with prayer and 
re#ection, always desiring to speak the truth in love 
— not for our own bene"t but for God’s glory, that 
we might become more complete. 

As our members and friends gather today, whether 
face-to-face or online, we are reminded of our calling 
into “unity in Christ.” We come from many places and 
work in many contexts, and yet we recognize “one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 

Whether new to a worshiping community or 
further along the journey, we realize that humility, 
gentleness and patience are required both in the 
good times and especially in times of uncertainty 
and struggle. God wants us to be more complete 
through our work. Christ provides the way. The Holy 
Spirit is with us for guidance and courage. Each of 
us has been given the gifts to be complete, and 
through our faithfulness we will grow stronger and 
work together as one body. 

Let us pray: Lord, let the words of the 
apostle Paul dwell in us deeply. May we 
embrace the reconciling power of oneness 
with Christ. May this oneness guide our 
congregation as we live into the new 
realities of these times. As we meet new 
partners in ministry, may we take time to 
get to know them with patience, humility 
and love. Help us to see how sharing our 
gifts will make your work easier and more 
fulfilling while bringing all of us closer 
to Christ. May the blessings you give each 
day strengthen us to a living, daring 
confidence in your grace. Amen.


