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Sundays in October 
 

October 4:   We’ll worship via Facebook as we enter Week Two of our fall stewardship emphasis, 
“Faithful, Hopeful, Loving.” See the article below for details on the theme. 

October 11:  This will be our first Sunday to open our sanctuary for gathered worship since March! 
We’ll still be streaming the service for viewing electronically. See the article below about 
returning to gathered worship. 

October 18:  Our quilting group will adorn the sanctuary with the quilts they’ve made during the year. 
All of their quilts will be donated locally this year. This will also be the first week for Sun-
day School. 

October 25:  On this Reformation Sunday, our confirmands will affirm their faith and receive a blessing. 
This will also be the first Sunday for returning your Intent Cards for giving. 

Stewardship Emphasis: “Faithful, Hopeful, Loving” 

The theme for our fall stewardship emphasis is “Faithful, Hopeful, 
Loving.” We’re going through uncertain times, but there are some 
biblical and theological certainties in which we can trust. These re-
volve around Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 13: “these three re-
main: faith, hope and love.” 

 God is faithful. God promises to go with us through the unknown future. The words “fear not” appear 
over 150 times in the Bible. We can rely on our faithful God through times of plenty and times of want. 

 We are hopeful. Living in the assurance of God’s faithfulness, we approach the future in the certain hope 
that God will make a way. We live our days in hope, not in despair. 

 Following the lead of our loving God, we, in turn, love the world that God so loved. God’s faithfulness and 
our hope in God frees us to live loving lives. 

“Faithful, Hopeful, Loving” will be our worship theme for Sept. 27 through October 18. Each Sunday we’ll 
hear a member of Hope share their own experience around the related themes. And then on October 25, 
you’ll be invited to share your statement of intent with Hope. Look for more information to arrive by mail. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Dear Friends, 

October, one of my favorite months of the year! Most importantly, October means baseball playoffs and the 
World Series. It also means football and beautiful fall foliage. Pumpkin pie spices? Not so important for me. 

Once every four years, October also means that we’re inundated with political campaigning for the presiden-
tial race. Especially here in Wisconsin, as a swing state we get an extra serving of attention as presidential 
candidates try to persuade us to vote for them. 

Voting is both a civic duty and also a tremendous privilege. Many people across the world don’t have a voice 
in their governments. We’re blessed to live in a democracy where our opinions matter and influence the 
course of our government. With that in mind, several things are important for us: 

 It’s important that we find out where and how we can vote. Since Dale and I moved to Eau Claire in early 
September, we’ve been taking the necessary steps to get our driver’s licenses renewed and making sure 
that we’re registered to vote here. Familiarize yourself with where your voting station is or how you can 
vote by mail or vote early. 

 It’s also vitally important to take the time to consider the stances of the candidates on the ballot. There’s 
a big difference in listening to the negative campaigning of an opponent versus listening to what a candi-
date says about their own priorities. We’re fortunate to have several presidential debates scheduled over 
the next few weeks. I always find them very enlightening. 

 Individual political perspectives can run the full spectrum. Our neighbor can have extremely different po-
litical views than our own. Therefore, it’s important that we never lose sight of one another’s humanity. 
It’s very easy to get swept up in political zealotry. But as Christians, we always recognize the sacred soul 
in our neighbor. We regard and treat one another with great respect. 

So I encourage you to pay attention during the very important month of October to our upcoming presiden-
tial election, and I encourage all of you who are able to vote to do precisely 
that in November, if not before. 

Also on this topic, the city of Eau Claire approached our congregation to 
see if we might be able to host a polling site. Messiah Lutheran is unable to 
accommodate their polling site due to COVID-19. They need their gym 
space to maintain proper social distancing for their school. The city was 
very happy to see our Olson Hall and that we have no steps entering our 
building. They will maintain safe protocols during the polling, both for the 
people voting and assisting with the election, and also for our Rachel’s 
Place programming. 

Peace be with you, friends! 

Pastor Mary 



 

 

        Affirmation of Baptism 

On Reformation Sunday, October 25th at the 9:00am worship service,  
several of our youth will be affirming their baptism.  We celebrate their 
faithful milestone and support our young people as they grow in the 
faith. 
 

Those affirming their baptisms are: 
Kailey Bates     Tyler Johnson     Lindsey Knecht 

Evan Tody Chase Williams 

Hope’s Happenings 

Ways to Give 

Our congregation offers a variety of means by which you may make an offering. Besides bringing your offer-
ing in person or mailing it, Hope has several ways you can give electronically: 

Through Our Website – Hope’s website address is www.hopechurchec.com. Once there, hover over the 
“About Us” page. The drop-down menu will include “Give.” Click on that. Then click on the icon “Fast and 
Easy Giving.” That will take you to our Subsplash site. 

Hope Phone App – Hope has a free phone app which will give you access to Subsplash where you can access 
information. From here you can click on the “Give” tab. 

Text Your Gift – Text the message “give2hope” to the phone number 206-859-9409. Follow the steps to set 
up an account and you’re on your way. 

Simple Giving – You can set up an automatic, pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Forms are 
available in the church office and also on the church website. 

 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Bountiful Harvest Drive Thru Pork Loin Dinner 

 

When:  Thursday, October 22 

Pick Up Time: 5:00pm - 6:30pm 

 

Tickets are on sale NOW in the church office. Only 200 are availa-
ble. Please get your tickets ahead of time. 
Tickets are $10.00 each and meal includes: 
1/3 pound grilled pork loin,  
grilled bacon wrapped turkey bites,  
cheesy hash brown potatoes,  
corn and applesauce. 
All proceeds will go towards the Mortgage at Hope! 

College Boxes—Send Us Your College Student’s Address! 
This year we will once again be organizing college boxes to send to all of our church 
members who are attending college or technical school. If you have a son or daugh-
ter who is presently not living at home and going to college please call the office 
with the their name and the address of the college they are attending. On Sunday, 
October 18th congregation members will have the opportunity to select a college 
student and take a box home to fill with goodies. There will be idea slips in each box 
to help you ideas. The boxes must be returned by Sunday October 25th . Hope 

church will mail them the last week in October to the respective college students. This is a great way to show 
our college students that their church family is still thinking of them and holding them up in prayer. Any ques-
tions give Les a call.  

 

Weekend Kids Meals Update 

The Boards of Outreach and Education are looking forward to liv-
ing our mission through our partnership with Feed My People 
Food Bank (FMPF) in supporting our neighborhood students at 
Sam Davey School with Weekend Meals.  
This program has started and will continue until Memorial 
Day. Volunteers are packing the meals at FMPFB on Thursday 
mornings at 9:00am. There will be extra food packed for long 
weekends and holiday vacations. The food will then be taken to 

Sam Davey for delivery. Please let us know if you are willing to help with this ministry.  
Outreach is praying that you as a congregation will continue to support this mission.  Perhaps you could vol-
unteer to pack food , or decide to sponsor a child (the cost to support a child for the entire year is $80) , or 
make a donation to this outstanding cause.  If you make a donation be sure to use the envelopes located in 
the Gathering Area labeled WKM’s and the checks written to Hope Lutheran Church. 
 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Sleep In Heavenly Peace Bed Build a HUGE Success! 
40 youth will not have to sleep on the floor thanks to the combined efforts of 7 
ELCA churches in Eau Claire that helped make the Gods Work Our Hands bed build 
a HUGE success. Congregation members gathered Saturday afternoon the sand a 
mountain of wood to be ready to assemble on Sunday afternoon. Over 20 volun-

teers came Sunday to drill, screw and stain 40 beds and 
they did it in record time. In less than 3 hours, 40 beds 
were built and stored to be distributed to kids in need in 
the Eau Claire Area. A big thank you to all who helped 
make this bed build possible.  

Thank you ‘Feed My People” Volunteers!!  
We had a one week break but now we are back it again. Every Thurs-
day a group of about 15 volunteers meet at Feed My People food bank 
for a morning of fellowship and ministry. In just 2 short hours they 
pack food for future food banks and assemble kids school food bags. It 
is like a family that meets every Thursday but we always have room to 
expand the family. SO just give Les a call Thursday before 9 to join in 
the fun!!  

Hats and Mittens 
Needed 

Sam Davey has re-
quested hats & 
mittens so they may 
be prepared for the upcoming winter 
season. Many of their students are in 
need of these items when the weather 
changes. SO, if you happen to see hats 
& mittens on sale, would you please be 
so kind as to donate a pair or two? 
Please place them in the box labeled 
"Hats & Mittens" in the Gathering Area. 

Technological Volunteers Needed for  
Sunday Worship 

Techie alert! If you like electronics, there are sev-
eral ways you can assist with our Sunday morning 
worship. We need people who can monitor our 
sound board, project the slides during worship, 
and also people to film the service for streaming 
online. If you would like to 
help out in any of these ways, 
please contact the church 
office. 

North High School Blood Drive 

North High School is sponsoring a blood drive on Monday, October 26th at 2:00 
– 7:00 p.m. The event will be held at Hope in Olson Hall. If you’d like to sign up 
for the drive, you can register online at the Red Cross’ website: 
www.redcrossblood.org. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

New Outreach Ministry in the Chippewa Valley 

Neighbor to Neighbor: Together in Ministry/ Vecino a Vecino: Juntos en 
Ministerio is a new ministry of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, where 
we join together to boldly practice the gospel as we cultivate meaningful 
relationships between the Anglo ELCA congregations with the Latino 
American community in the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. 

The mission developer of this ministry is our own Lidixe Montoya. Lidixe 
completed her Master’s Degree in Leadership and Innovation for Ministry 
from Luther Seminary in May. Neighbor to Neighbor is aimed to create 
bridges between Anglo Lutheran congregations and the Hispanic commu-
nity in the Eau Claire, Wisconsin area. It will also provide awareness op-

portunities for our congregations to explore issues of racism. 

Neighbor to Neighbor will also include a monthly meeting group for Latino Americans to have discussions 
around whole being wellness (spiritual, emotional, physical, financial, social, vocational, intellectual). 

Lidixe and Pastor Jamie Brieske recently led a video conversation about Neighbor to Neighbor. You can access 
that conversation here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TwinwfCdOY. 

October Pop-Up Food Pantry 

Hope will sponsor a “Pop-Up” food pantry for Feed My People Food 
Bank on Monday, October 19 at 2:30-3:30 p.m. Here’s how the drive-

up pantry works: 
 FMPFB will bring pallets of various food items (including a variety 
of frozen meat, fresh produce, non-perishable food items). These will 
be placed in a row on our parking lot 

 Drive-thru lines will be formed along the side of the row of pallets. 
 Guests will drive through the line with their trunks open and the volunteers will place food in their vehi-

cles. 

Collecting Plastic Film 

WE NEED YOUR HELP – Our FUSION confirmation youth will be collecting plastic bags, 
plastic outer-wrap, plastic film, cereal bags, etc., that are clean and dry beginning Oc-
tober 18th. This is a service project to help our environment. After 500 pounds of 
plastic film have been collected, the plastic will be converted into a neat park bench 
which will be donated to Luther Park. 
Please store your clean, dry plastic until then. We’ll have containers to put your plas-
tic in the gathering area. Thanks for your help. Remember: starts on October 18th 
and we have six months to collect 46,000 bags or 500 pounds. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Drive Up Communion 

Weather permitting, you can swing by the front of the church on Sundays 
between 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. to receive drive up communion. Pastor Mary 
and Les Munnik will meet you by the front entrance. They’ll be wearing 
masks. Pastor Mary will sanitize her hands between each car contact. Grape 
juice is used in place of wine. Gluten free wafers are also available. For our 

four-footed friends, doggy treats are served! Please enter on Eddy Lane, drive up to the front entrance and 
then exit on Starr Avenue. 

Returning to Gathered Worship 

We plan to open our sanctuary for in-person worship on October 11. We believe our plan will allow people 
to worship in person in a safe, protected manner. Here’s what you can expect: 
 ·  Face masks will be required for people 5 and older. 
 · When you arrive, we’ll have a sign-in table in the Welcome Area. This is to receive the contact in
    formation on everyone who is there in case contact tracing should be necessary. Containers for 
    clean and  used pens will be there, as will hand sanitizer. 
 · As you move towards the sanctuary, there will be a table with a large red vase on it. If you have 
   brought an offering for the day, you may place your offering in the vase. 
 · Moving into the sanctuary, every other pew will be roped off. Proper social distancing means the 
   two center pew sections can accommodate 4 persons per pew. The two side pew sections can ac-

   commodate 3 persons per pew. Ushers will be on hand to help you find a seat. (If you are from the 
   same household cohort, you may all sit together in one pew). 
 · There will be no bulletins. All worship prompts will be projected on the front wall. 
 · Our aim is to keep the worship service on the shorter side, about 45 minutes. We’ll have instru-

    mental music as well as a small (masked) vocal group who will sing a couple of hymns during the 
    service from the balcony. There will be no congregational singing. 
 · Communion will be served using the host only. As you prepare to receive the host, you may lower 
    your mask. The host will be dropped into your open hands without making physical contact. 
 · When the service is over, the ushers will dismiss people beginning with the back row. In this way, 
    people aren’t walking in front of others as they leave the sanctuary. 
 

We also ask that you please refrain from coming to worship if any of these things apply to you: 
 · You’ve been exposed to someone in the last 14 days who tested positive for COVID-19 

 · If you’ve been tested for COVID-19 and are awaiting testing results 

 · If you’ve experienced any of the following symptoms in the last 14 days: Fever 100.4⁰ or higher, 
    cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, head or muscle aches, nausea,  
       diarrhea, vomiting 

 · If you’ve been on a commercial flight in the last 14 days or been around someone who was 

 

While weather permits, we’ll continue to offer drive up com-
munion at 10:00-11:00 a.m. on Sundays. We’ll still be stream-
ing electronically our Sunday worship services for viewing at 
home, too. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

 

El Salvador update: 
Our friends in El Salvador are continuing to deal with the pandemic, as are we.  In person school will not re-
sume for this academic year, which ends in early December.  The curriculum for each grade is on line, and 
parents or older children are charged with supervising the young students.  Churches were able to meet 
starting in September with social distancing, masks and the use of hand sanitizer.  Children and elders were 
asked to stay home.  Although this is not a photo of our partner church, Heroes in the Faith, I imagine their 
sanctuary looks much like this on Sunday morning. 
 

Each Wednesday and Friday night there is a prayer 
group called Circle of Caring for Love (Círculo 
Cuidadores Por Amor).  Pastor Santiago is the coor-
dinator, but each night there is a different person 
in charge of receiving the prayer requests and 
leading the devotion and prayers.  There is always 
a Bible passage and sometimes a song via YouTube 
that goes with the passage.   Then the leader prays 
for all the requested people.  The prayers almost 
always include the people of the US, especially the 
partner churches of Heroes in the Faith including Hope.  Pastor Santiago is joyful that in this way we can stay 
connected during this time of isolation.  There are about 40 of us in the group either via Facebook Messenger 
or WhatsAp.  If you have a request for the prayer group, I’ll be glad to pass it along. 
Finally, the Mission of Healing continues now that the restrictions are loosened in El Salvador.  A group of 
nursing students in Los Heroes has started a Saturday clinic in the church.  They check blood pressure and 
blood glucose using supplies we left for them in February, so we are still connected in a real way to the health 

of our friends there.  (Our friend Lorena in the photo took her mask off just for 
the photo.) 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated toward the purchase of school supplies for 
Salvadoran students.  I don’t know the total at this time, but be assured it will 
be used and appreciated as they prepare for the end of this school year and the 
start of the next.   
I will close with a quote from Pastor Santiago at the end of one of the prayer 
chain gatherings in early September.  Translated by Linda Muth. 
Beautiful, beautiful.  My heart is jumping with joy.  I feel so happy that we are a 
great communion of partnership.  For so many years of partnership, with all the 
details that we have shared in our lives, this prayer was a seal of our love, our 
friendship, our partnership.  I feel like during our prayer chain we are really close 
to each other.  There is the problem of the pandemic or of violence or whatever 

will be, but we have constructed lassos of friendship that keep us joyful, happy, content.  We continue building 
our mission of living out our faith in community.  We will wait for our next prayer time together. 
Dios les bendiga con salud y fe/God bless you with health and faith. 
         Deb Adams 

 

El Salvador Mission of Healing 2020  



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

                   The Hope Women’s Book Club              
 

The Women's Book Club reading list continues! Enjoy these titles with us: 
October 2020 - Chasing Fireflies by Charles Martin  

November 2020 - Grand Opening by Jon Hassler 

December 2020 - Reader's Choice 

January 2021 - Necessary Lies by Diane Chamberlain 

 

We will plan to meet the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm - either by a Zoom conference meeting or in 
person at Hope, when possible. Anyone that would like to join our meetings virtually, please email Bridgit 
Mazuk at bmazuk@gmail.com to obtain the login information. 

Knitters—Hopeful Hands and Quilters Meeting 

On the first Thursday afternoon of the month, a circle of people gathers at 1:00 in Olson Hall. They bring 
with them knitting needles, crochet hooks, lots of yarn, and conversation.  The Hopeful Hands group pro-
vides all of the prayer shawls, baby blankets and “twiddle muffs.” Their handiwork is available in the corner 
of the narthex.  
 

Every Tuesday Morning at 9:00am—your will find the downstairs room active with busy hands.  Our 
quilting ladies meet and put together quilts for Lutheran World Relief and local charities that may need 
them.  It’s amazing how many quilts these ladies can make in a year.  Anyone is welcome to join them.  
They can teach you everything you need to know to help out.   
You will have a chance to see this years quilts on Sunday, October 18th as they display them all in the sanc-
tuary for Quilt Sunday! 

Welcome Back! 

Boy, those words sound so great to hear!  Wel-
come Back Sunday School and Wednesday Night 
Education! 
 

Wednesday Oasis will begin meeting in person on Wednesday, October 14th at 5:15pm – 6:00pm.   
 

Sunday School will begin meeting in person on Sunday, October 18th at 9:50 – 10:20am.  
 

Please make sure to return your registration sheets if you plan on attending.  We need to make sure our 
space is properly sized for social distancing and we can’t do this without knowing our number.  Please bear 
with us as we tread on this new normal for everyone.  Our times may need to shift if things change.  We are 
all getting very good at change!  
 

mailto:bmazuk@gmail.com
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