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Gathered Worship in June and July 

It’s good to be back to in-person worship and to 
share in fellowship with the communion of Saints!   

Here is what will be happening in June: 
June 6 – A lot of ministry happened during the 

past year of pandemic! Our worship will 
begin with a recap of what happened 
“While You Were Gone.” We’ll also start up 
our coffee fellowship hour following wor-
ship in Olson Hall. 

June 13 – We worship God in word and sacrament. 

June 20 – Happy Father’s Day! We are all children of our Heavenly Father. 

June 27 – Outdoor worship service at Riverview Park! We’ll gather at the Lion’s Pavilion and follow wor-
ship with a potluck picnic. See the related article for more details. 

Here’s what’s on deck for July: 
July 4 – On this Independence Day we will thank God for our nation, lift up our voices in song and our 

hearts in prayer. 

July 11 – We worship God in word and sacrament 

July 18 – We worship God in word and sacrament 

July 25 – Our summer Vacation Bible School begins this week. We’ll also be sending off some of our Hope 
children for a Luther Park adventure. Our worship will include some beloved camp songs. After wor-
ship we’ll enjoy root beer floats in Olson Hall. 

 

Mary Westerberg is 
back in the Nursery 

June 6th! 

Coffee  

Connections starts 
June 6th! 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Dear Friends, 
 

What a blessing to return to gathered worship! It has been unbelievably uplifting 
to see familiar faces, join together as a community and greet one another again.  
 

We are all on our own timeline for pandemic response. For those of you who are 
choosing to stay at home for a bit longer, you have very good reasons for doing 
so. We each are shouldering a complex combination of responsibilities and con-
cerns that inform our decisions. We will continue to stream our services on Face-
book moving forward. For those of you who worship electronically, we hope you 
feel that you are among the gathered assembly! Please note, too, that we’re 
planning an outdoor worship at Riverview Park on June 27th. That venue will provide much greater ventila-
tion. 
 

Although we’ve opened up for in-person worship, we continue to practice social distancing and will so until 
the situation allows us to draw closer to one another. We have every other pew roped off to maintain a 
proper distance from one another.  
 

Summer brings with it a slower and more relaxed pace. May your spirits be renewed! 
  
Peace and all good to you, my friends! 
Pastor Mary 

 

Worship Technology Team – Your Help 
Is Needed! 

 

We need your help! On Sunday mornings we need some new volunteers to help with the technologi-
cal aspects of our worship. These include forwarding the slide deck of our projected PowerPoint, 
monitoring the sound system, and helping with the cameras 
for streaming our service on Facebook. Training will be provid-
ed so that you will succeed. Please contact the church office if 
you can help. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Streaming Sunday Worship 

We will continue to stream our Sunday worship ser-
vices over Facebook even as we return to gathered 
worship. It’s surprising how many people have viewed 
our worship – far more than our average in-person 
worship attendance! Hope’s worship is streamed live 
on Sundays via our Facebook page. You can also find 
services posted on Hope’s YouTube channel. If you go 
to the main page of YouTube and type in “Hope Lu-
theran Church Eau Clare” you will see a link to our page 
which includes our videos. You can also click on the red 
“subscribe” to receive notifications of new publica-
tions. 

SUMMER MUSIC AT HOPE LUTHERAN!! 
Come, join the Summer Musicians of Hope as we 
sing and play hymns old and new at our 9 A.M. 
Worship.  
We will meet in Olson Hall on Sunday morning at 
8:20 rehearse for 30 minutes, and then sing/play 
for the 9:00 a.m. Worship. Come join us when 
you can!  
Watch for a Large poster with the Schedule to be 
posted in the Gathering Area. Groups will include
-Flock of Flutes, Singers, Ringers, Ukes and Gui-
tars, Violins, Kids Sing, and Men’s Sunday! Join 
our Joyful Noises!!! 
Any questions, please call Jim or Gary at church! 

Outdoor Worship and Pot Luck Picnic 

 

Weather willing, we’ll gather at the Lion’s Pavilion in 
Riverview Park on Sunday, June 27th. Worship will begin 
at our usual time of 9:00 a.m. There are picnic tables 
available for seating, but we encourage you to bring a 
lawn chair.  

Afterwards we’ll hold a potluck luncheon. Look for the 
sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area so we get a good se-
lection for our picnic. 

Vaccine Clinic  
At Hope 

 

The Eau Claire Health Department has 
reached out to area congregations to hold 
vaccine clinics to increase accessibility to 
the public. 
 

Hope will host a clinic on Friday, June 4th 
at 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in Olson Hall. 
The Moderna vaccine will be administered 
at the clinic. No appointment is necessary 
and the vaccine is free of charge. Please 
get the word out about the clinic to peo-
ple you know. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Encounter 
Hope 

 

Please continue to tune in on Thursday 
nights at 6:30 pm for Encounter Hope wor-
ship services. We will continue to stream 
the services on Thursday night throughout 
the summer. As fall approaches we will look 
at possibilities for a live in house Encounter 
Hope worship service. Stay turned for more 
details this summer on that possibility. 

Hope Night at the Express Game 

 

Join in the FUN on Thursday, July 15th for the Eau Claire Express Baseball 
Game.  Tickets can be purchased at the gate that night for $9.00 each on 
your own.  Game starts at 6:35pm. 
 

Hope fans will sit together and enjoy a night of fun and fellowship, and 
maybe a hot dog or two.   
The Express are playing the Mankato Moondogs on this evening. 

 

Quilting in the Summer Months 

The quilters will be meeting through the summer months.  If 
you are available and want to come and help the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of each month they would love to have you join 
them. 
In June the dates are the 8h and 22nd and in July the dates 
are the 13th and 27th.  They will start around 9:00am and fin-
ish by 11:30. 
Many hands are always welcome to help! 
 

Just a reminder that 
the quilters are always 
looking for sheets to 
use in the quilts.  You 
can always drop sheets 
in good to best condi-
tion off in the office. 

SOUTH AFRICA BOUND 

The shipment of knitted squares is finally on its way to 
the CreateCare Global organization in South Africa. Last 
year, members of Grace Lutheran and Hope Lutheran 
congregations answered the call to knit 8 inch squares. 
Thank you to Hope’s “Hopeful Hands” for knitting some 
of the squares that were sent. 
The quarantine on shipping has been lifted so the 250 
knitted squares can be delivered to the women who will 
weave 35 squares into each blanket. These blankets will 
warm many children in the orphanages in their commu-
nities. Our thanks again to the women who graciously 
knitted the squares. 

Scholarship Winner 

Congratulations Alisha LaBonne 

 

Youth Enrichment Scholarship Winner Alisha La-
Bonne was this year’s scholarship winner. Alisha 
will be attending UW LaCrosse and will be major-
ing in Biology and she plans to use her degree in 
the medical field. Applications were reviewed by 
the Youth enrichment team consisting of Jim 
Newman, Terrie Hanke, Mark Turner and Nancy 
Hallin. The scholarship is based on community 
service in Eau Claire and beyond.  



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Women's Book Club  

 

The Women's Book Club reading list continues! Read along with us and join us when 
we meet on the 3rd Monday of the month - all are welcome! 
 Here is our upcoming reading list: 
June 2021 - The Four Winds by Kristen Hannah 

July 2021 - The Orphan Collector by Ellen Marie Wiseman 

August 2021 - While Paris Slept by Ruth Druart 
                                         September 2021 - Those Who Wish Me Dead by Michael Koryta  

  

We will meet again on Monday, June 21st (6:30 pm) at Church (either in the downstairs parish hall or out-
side in the yard - weather permitting). 

Sleep In Heavenly Peace—SHP 

Our next big bed build will be Friday July 16th and Saturday July 17th, we will be working with Good Shep-
herd Lutheran church on this bed build. Details to sign up for this build will go out middle of June. Requests 
for beds have been coming in steady since we resumed 
deliveries in May. In the past months we have delivered 
to 9 families and we have gotten 15 kids off the floor. 
We are blessed to have a supply of mattresses as there 
is a shortage in the twin size. If you know of a family in 
need of a bed, please have them go to SHPbeds.org to 
apply. Income is not a factor just need.  

Ghana Giving Tree  

 In July I will be traveling back to Ghana Africa to visit Terah and Sadick. 
Many people and friends from Hope Lutheran church have been asking me 
what they could get for the boys that I could take along to give to them 
when I visit. A Ghana giving tree is set up in the gathering area for people to 
have the opportunity to purchase some much needed items for the boys. On 
the tree will be colored cards with items like, bath towels, dish cloths, queen 
sheets, socks, shorts, summer shirts, swim trunks and other clothing items. If 
you wish to purchased an item for me to deliver, just take a card off the tree, 
purchase the item and return it to church by June 20th .  
Cash is also accepted if you do not want to go shopping.  

Thank you,  Les 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Full Time Job Opportunity – Youth and Family 

 

This person will work collaboratively with the Hope ministry staff and 
will foster relationships with Hope’s children and youth and their fam-
ilies, coordinating opportunities for them to grow as servants of 
Christ, encouraging faith formation and education and also creating 
occasions for fellowship, service and joyful gatherings. Check our 
Hope Lutheran Church website for more information. 
 

Hope Pizza Night a Big Success  

A huge thank you to all the members and friends of Hope Lu-
theran Church that attended the Hope Lutheran night a Foster 
Fireside Pizzeria. Over 40 people gathered in the outside patio 
area for a night of fellowship and awesome pizza! Just for 

coming every person received a ticket for the opportunity to win a Global Finishing outside fire ring with 
matching lawn chairs. Linda and Ken Anderson were the big winners of that pizza package. All proceeds 
from the fire ring raffle and the sale of the Philly Pizza went to our Ghana Mission boys Sadick and Terah to 
help with living expenses.  

Because Pizza Night was so much FUN, we have a  
NEW FELLOWSHIP GROUP- HOPE to EAT! 
Because of the good response to the Hope Lutheran Pizza night a new fellowship group is being formed 
called the “HOPE to EAT” fellowship Club.  
The HOPE to EAT group will meet once a month at a local restaurant for supper and fellowship. Anyone and 
everyone is invited to join our HOPE to EAT gatherings. You do not have to be a member of Hope Lutheran 
Church to participate. On June 23, “HOPE to EAT”  will be meeting at the new Cancun restaurant on Has-
tings Way near Perkins. We will meet at 5:30 and weather permitting we will meet on the outside patio. It 
will be time to share in fellowship and good food.  

Join us July, 28th:  Cowboy Jacks in River Prairie, Altoona 

Join us  August, 23:  Lake Hallie Golf Club 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Luther Park 

Our Hope kids are so excited to go to Luther Park this summer and have some fun!  
They have worked hard to fundraise to help pay their way to camp.   
Thank you to all of our Hope community for your generous contributions to our 
Campership Fund, enjoying the Potato Pancake breakfast and also eating spaghetti.  
All of these things helped our campers get to Luther Park. 
 

The kids attending this year are: 
Lydia Strand, Bethany Strand, Rachel Strand, Kaleb Weise, Landon Wagner, Grant 
Wagner, Teddy Wagner.  We send prayers for a fun, faith forming and happy week.   

     Vacation Bible School 

Join in the FUN of Vacation Bible School this summer.  July 26th – 29th we will 
be jumping into all kinds of FUN during our VBS week.  This year we meet at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and Luther Park councilors are bring the 
good times to us.   
We will meet every day from 9:00am – 2:00pm for grades K – 6th and 9:00am 
– 11:00am for 3yrs through preschool.   

This year, anyone from Hope can attend for FREE!  Yes, FREE!  We have had a good Samaritan step forward 
to provide funds to send anyone who wants to go to VBS.  We are excited for each of you to sign up.  Please 
fill out the registration as soon as possible so we can account for our numbers. 

$3.00 Banana Splits !!!!  

Yes that is right.   Come out 
and get a delicious 3 scoop 
banana split complete with 
strawberries, crushed pine-

apple, chocolate sauce and whipped cream for only 3 
bucks!!  This 3 dollar banana split opportunity will hap-
pen at Vojtik’s Stockyard at S12560 Highway H in 
Fairchild. Hours are Friday, June 11th—4:00—8:00pm. 
Saturday, June 12 11:00am—8:00pm and Sunday, June, 
13—11:00am—5:00pm. 
 The banana split both will be manned by Hope Lutheran 
volunteers and all proceeds will go to the Ghana Mis-
sion. So take a ride to Vojtik’s Stockyard for a delicious 
$3 banana split and help support our Ghana friends 
Sadick and Terah. We also need help to man the banana 
split booth Friday through Sunday. If interested please 
talk with Les.  



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

W.O.W. (Wise Owl Wonders) is Back!   

Its been a year because of Covid, but the WOW group will be 
meeting again in June!!  Friday June 25th the Wise Owl Won-
ders will be meeting for Spring Fling picnic. We will meet in 
Olson Hall at 11:30.  
Our Spring Fling will consist of a picnic lunch of brats, burgers, 
potato salad and Les’ homemade beans. There will be some 

senior games, sing along music and a discussion of future WOW events. So make your calendars now for the 
first of the year WOW event.  
          WOW events are open to all seniors 55 and older but we do not check anyone’s age at the door!!!  

Beat the Heat and come to summer ICE !!!  

Come and join our middle school and high school 
youth once a month for an afternoon of outside 
games, great food and fellowship.  
Our first gathering will be Wednesday June 16th. 
We will meet at 1 right after lunch and be done at 
3. We will meet in the youth room. There will be 9 
square, ga ga pit, carpet ball and some planned 
interactive games. And of course FOOD.  
All high school and middle school youth are invit-
ed. You do not have to be a member of Hope 
church. Gather up your friends and car pool over 
to Hope Lutheran Church for a hot summer after-
noon of ICE.  

In July we will meet Wednesday , July 21st at 
1:00pm, and in August we will meet Wednesday, 
August, 18th but that one will be at 6-7:30 at 
night.  

Family Promise of the Chippewa Valley/
Beacon House.   
Hope Lutheran and St. Olaf have continued to serve 
the families staying at Beacon House during the last 
year of pandemic. Evening and overnight hosts were 
suspended due to safety concerns with COVID but 
we continued to provide meals.  Our next time to 
serve is Sunday, June 6th through Tuesday, June 8th.  
At this time we won’t be having overnight hosts and 
evening hosts are optional if you feel comfortable. 
Masks are still required at this time.  Sign up sheets 
for the evening meals are in the gathering area.  You 
can sign up to bring the entire meal or part of the 
meal. We will notify you of the number of adults and 
children staying there before we serve so you know 
how much food to bring.  You can call or email Lau-
rie Chada or Carol Lendle with questions.  Thank you 
for helping with this outreach ministry during these 
challenging times.  
  



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Ways to Give  
Our congregation offers a variety of means by which you may make an offering. Besides bringing your offer-
ing in person or mailing it, Hope has several ways you can give electronically:  

Through Our Website – Hope’s website address is www.hopechurchec.com. Once there, hover over the 
“About Us” page. The drop-down menu will include “Give.” Click on that. Then click on the icon “Fast and 
Easy Giving.” That will take you to our Subsplash site.  

Hope Phone App – Hope has a free phone app which will give you access to Subsplash where you can access 
information. From here you can click on the “Give” tab.  

Text Your Gift – Text the message “give2hope” to the phone number 206-859-9409. Follow the steps to set 
up an account and you’re on your way.  

Simple Giving – You can set up an automatic, pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Forms are 
available in the church office and also on the church website. If you’re looking on the App Store for our 
phone app, the icon looks like this:     

Red Cross Blood Drive 

The Red Cross is experiencing an extreme shortage of blood products. Hope is hosting a blood drive on Tues-
day, June 8 from Noon to 6:00 p.m. in Olson Hall.  They do take walk-in’s but it’s helpful if you register online 
at the Red Cross’ website: www.redcrossblood.org. Once there, here’s what you do: 

Type in our zip code: 54703 

Look at the list of blood drives on June 8. 
Select the available time you’d like to give. If you don’t already have an account with them, you can cre-

ate one. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Endowment Funds at Work 

 

Great things happen when we work together! Our congrega-
tion has over $100,000 invested in the ELCA Endowment 
Pooled Trust Fund. Those endowment funds allow us to des-
ignate where interest income from our investments may be 
given to fund missions. Each quarter our Endowment Board 
meets to designate where our funds proceeds may be di-
rected. As per the Endowment Board’s bylaws, those allocations are distributed to local and global missions 
as well as for the needs of our congregation. 
 

In the first quarter in 2021, the Endowment Fund received a dividend of $1292.96. The church council ap-
proved the recommendation of the Endowment Fund to direct $1250 to the following gifts: 

$500 to ELCA Missions 

$250 to a Share of a safe water project (Well Water Project) 
$150 Five $30 for a Water Filter to purify water 
$100 for a portion of an irrigation system 

$250 to Beacon House 

$250 to ELCA World Hunger 
$250 to Fund 13 (paying down on the principle of Hope’s loan) 
Totals $1250 of the $1,282.42 that we received as interest. 

New Emails for Office Staff 

The Hope staff will begin to use a new and unified email address system beginning on May 1. Currently, all 
email addresses for our staff are varied, from Gmail to Hotmail. All of the new email addresses will use the 
same format and have the same ending: “ first name @hopechurchec.com.” These new emails will run 
through our server, providing an added level of security. Rachel’s Place will continue to run under their cur-
rent emails. 
Here is the list of the new addresses: 
 Alice Bates   alice@hopechurchec.com 

 Jody Christian   jody@hopechurchec.com 

 Pastor Mary   mary@hopechurchec.com 

 Ann Miloszewicz  ann@hopechurchec.com 

 Les Munnik   les@hopechurchec.com 

 Jim Newman   jim@hopechurchec.com 

 Gary Polden   gary@hopechurchec.com 

 NEW: office  office@hopechurchec.com 

 

The staff will check their old emails sites regularly to look for messages sent to these  
former addresses during the transitional period. 



 

 

El Salvador Update 

Days for Girls Update: A small DFG team met on May 13 to cut about 60 yards of fabric into usable pieces 
and to assemble 100 kits received from our partners at French River Lutheran in Duluth. The Hope team has 
many finished DFG components, and some of us are still sewing at home. We plan to meet in the fall to as-
semble the kits from Hope, using the new method that eliminates the plastic zip lock bags. The components 
we’re missing for the kits are the 2 pairs of underwear that go in each one. We hope to have some special 
underwear donation events in the fall, but in the meantime, if you’d like to donate some undies, we need 
girls’ sizes 10, 12, & 14 or women’s size small. The darker the colors, the better to hide stains. They should 
be cotton or cotton/poly. 

Mission of Healing: The virtual MOH goes on with the theme for June being physical health. It will focus on 
exercises, including yoga and relaxation as well as the importance of regular exercise to maintain good 
health. Our partners in the Salvadoran Lutheran Synod have been doing small health fairs in several congre-
gations, using the materials we have provided as well as supplies bought with monetary donations from the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod. Our DFG team in Los Héroes, led by Sonia Fuentes, has been teaching women’s 
health and distributing DFG kits that they have produced. 

Hope’s Happenings 

 Synod Neighbor to Neighbor Ministry update: (Thanks to Ray Koch of Immanuel Lutheran for some of this 
information.)  

As part of her work building up the Neighbor to Neighbor Ministry, our own Deacon Intern Lídixe Montoya is 
offering ongoing anti-racism training and conversations as part of her work to build bridges between the His-
panic community and the Lutheran churches in the Northwest Synod. The anti-racism program provides an 
opportunity for people to meet virtually via Zoom on Monday evenings at 7 p.m. From April 26th until May 
31st the focus was a discussion of “White Fragility” by Robin DiAngelo. June 7th will be about the novel “The 
Help”, and other topics will follow through the summer and into fall. Since the opportunities are ongoing, 
you can join whenever you want and participate as you have time. Please contact Lídixe Montoya for the 
Zoom link. If you have questions or would like more information, please contact Deacon Montoya at lidicita-
montoya@gmail.com. Lídixe also has other opportunities for participation in this ministry. If you have a Fa-
cebook account, check out her Vecino a Vecino, todos juntos profile page. She also has a YouTube channel 
with the same name. Be sure to “like” them both and follow them, so you receive regular updates.  

For more information about the Mission of Healing or Days for Girls, contact Deb Adams: 715-559-9888  

MOH event at Los heroes led by Lorena, who gradu-
ated from nursing school in May. 

Sonia teaching & distributing DFG kits.  In the back-
ground, Alicia gives reading glasses. 
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