
Small Group Guide Sheet 

New Testament: Paul’s Letters 
 

Here are some possible discussion avenues for your family group discussion. 

 

1. Check in with your family to see how the day has gone. Have everyone share 

their highs and lows. 

 

2. Paul’s Pickings – Each person needs a Bible to use. They can be different 

versions. Look up the Bible verses below to see who can find each one the 

quickest. It might be fun to have some kind of small prize to award each person 

who finds the verse first. After you find the verse have someone read it. 

 

• Romans 8:26 

• Ephesians 1:2 (this is Paul’s standard greeting) 

• 2 Corinthians 5:17 

• Hebrews 1:1-2 (notice no salutation from Paul!) 

• Philemon 1:23 

• 1 Timothy 1:7 

• 2 Thessalonians 3:17 

 

3. Paul and the Romans – Paul had not yet visited the Christian community in 

Rome when he wrote to them. Look at Paul’s “Thanksgiving” section of the book 

(Romans 1:8-15, p. 914 in Student Bible). It gives us some clues to his motivation 

in visiting them. Read the passage and then consider the following verses: 

 

• Verse 8 – Paul is telling them that everyone throughout Christianity knows 

of the faith of the Roman church. How do you suppose such news would 

make the Roman church feel? 

• Verse 9 – What does Paul tell them he does continually? (he prays for 

them)  

• Verse 10 – It seems like Paul has yearned to get to Rome for a long time 

but his travel plans have been foiled. Paul prays that he might at last 

arrive. Little does he know how complicated his travel there will be: 

persecution, imprisonment, shipwreck! The road before us is rarely 

straight. It involves detours and surprises. 

• Verses 11-12 – Paul has never met the Romans but he yearns to meet 

them. Who is someone you would like to meet if you had the opportunity? 

(the person could be living or dead) 

• Verse 13 – Paul doesn’t want the Romans to feel like he’s ignored them 

because he hasn’t come to see them yet. Things have prevented his arrival. 

• Verse 14 – “Barbarians” were people who weren’t Greek or Latin 

speaking. They spoke their local native tongues. The Greeks and Romans 

thought it sounded like “Bar, Bar, Bar” when they spoke. 

• Verses 14-15 – Paul is saying that when he visits them, the benefit will 

work both ways. It won’t be one-sided. He wants to be enriched by them 

as well as share with them. 


