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Dear Friends, 

During July I held a book study on the book Dear Church, written by Pastor Lenny 
Duncan. Pastor Duncan is a minister in our ELCA and he’s also African American. 
In the book, he relayed a very interesting piece of our Lutheran history in North 
America. I share it with you here. 

The first African American Lutheran pastor in North America was a man named 
Jehu Jones, Jr. He was born into slavery in Charleston, South Carolina in 1786. His 
father, Jehu Jones, Sr., was released from his slavery and then worked as a tailor 
to free his family members one by one. His son, Jehu Jones, Jr., was among those 
he freed. 

Jehu Jones, Jr. was initially active in the Episcopal Church community in Charleston. But he found himself 
drawn to St. John’s Lutheran Church in Charleston and became a member there. His pastor encouraged Jones 
to travel to New York where he would receive training to become a Lutheran minister. His original goal was 
to be a missionary to Liberia, which was a colony in Africa for freed slaves. 

However, after he was ordained, Jones decided to return home to South Carolina for a visit. When he arrived 
in Charleston, he was arrested and jailed. The crime? South Carolina had passed a law forbidding free blacks 
who had left the state from returning. This was an effort to quell any possible slave uprisings that might be in 
the works. 

Pastor Jones was eventually released from jail, and he moved to Philadelphia, PA. The Lutheran ministerium 
of Pennsylvania appointed him to start a mission to people of color in the city of Philadelphia. With his own 
money, Pastor Jones purchased two lots in Philadelphia where St. Paul’s Lutheran Church was built. Support-
ers were able to pay $1000 towards the church building, or 40% of the total construction price. A group of 
people promised to pay the remaining $1300 on the mortgage in two years if Pastor Jones would turn over 
ownership of the church to them. He agreed and continued his ministry. 

Jones faithfully sent missional updates to his ministerium, keeping them updated on his progress. He reached 
out to the African American community in Philadelphia. They were poor and faced severe challenges, both 
socially and financially. However, for all his dedicated service as a mission developer, the ministerium NEVER 
paid him his salary. Pastor Jones was never paid, never even once, by his ministerium. 
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When the two-year period on the church debt arrived, the investors refused to pay the remaining amount. 
The building was sold in foreclosure. Pastor Jones continued his worship services in an alternative space. He 
died in 1852 at age 66. St. Paul’s Lutheran Church dissolved a few years after his death. 

Currently, the ELCA recognizes Pastor Jehu Jones on November 24th on 
our church calendar of commemorations. He was the first African Ameri-
can Lutheran minister in our country, but he certainly is not the last! We 
thank God for his courage and devotion to the gospel and the mission of 
the church. I hope this story inspired you. 

 

Peace to you, 

Pastor Mary 

Drive Up Communion 

Weather permitting, you can swing by the front of 
the church on Sundays between 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
to receive drive up communion. Pastor Mary will 
meet you by the front entrance. She’ll be wearing a 
mask and will sanitize her hands between each car 
contact. Grape juice will be used in place of wine. 
Gluten free wafers are also available. Please enter 
on Eddy Lane, follow the cones and then exit on 
Starr Avenue. 

August Book Study 

Pastor Mary will lead book study in August via 
Zoom. The book is Not Ashamed of My Brain. The 
book is written by Nate Stewart. Nate shares his 
lifelong struggle with mental illness. The book ex-
plores the daily realities of mental illness and how 
the church can play a role in the lives of people 
who struggle with it. Hopefully, Nate will be able to 
join us for one of the sessions! 

The book study will be held on Tuesday afternoons 
at 1:30-2:30 p.m. via Zoom on August 4, 11, and 

18. If you’re inter-
ested, contact Pas-
tor Mary. Books can 
be purchased online 
at Amazon. 
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Returning to Gathered Worship  
 

Our congregation is taking careful steps for returning to gathered worship. A task force is meeting weekly to 
look at what measures need to be in place and what gathered worship will look like. Providing that we don’t 
see a significant spike in positive COVID-19 cases, we are hoping to gather for worship later this summer. 
 

When we do meet, please understand that our worship will be very different from what we are accustomed 
to. For safety sake and to show love to our neighbor, wearing masks will be mandatory (children 2 and under 
are exempt). According to the guidelines of the health department, our seating capacity will be limited to 110 
people. We’ll have a process by which you can contact the church to get on a list for attending in person on 
the coming Sunday. We will continue streaming our services on Sunday morning so that people can watch 
from home. 
 

We have some requests for your assistance which will help us to put necessary pieces in place: 

 If you would like to make some fabric face masks and drop them off at church, we’d like to build up a sup-
ply for people to use and take home with them if they don’t have a mask. 

 We will need volunteers to serve as greeters as people come to church, directing them to a table to sani-
tize their hands and write down their contact information. If you can help, please contact the church 
office. 

 We’ll also need an ushering team each Sunday who will help guide people to available seating and to help 
in the dismissal process. If you can help, please contact the church office. 

We’ll send a mailing with more details when we’ve identified the date for commencing  

God’s Work – Our Hands: Save the Date! 

The Lutheran congregations in Eau Claire are still 
planning a God’s Work Our Hands event this year, 
but it will go a little differently with the pandemic 
measures in place. Mark Sunday, September 27th 
on your calendar for our community service event. 

This year’s event will include just the service events 
– no gathered worship or communal lunch. Look for 
more information to come about service opportuni-
ties in early September. 

Maintenance Person Wanted 

Hope is looking for a maintenance person to 
work about 10 hours per week. This job would be 
strictly fixing and maintaining things in our build-
ing. Please contact the church office if you have 
interest. Thanks! 
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August 2020 Happenings 

El Salvador Update:  The situation in El Salvador due to COVID 19 and the tropical storms Amanda and Ca-
milla is critical.  Many people’s homes have been flooded, and more are without food or the resources to 
purchase more.  A home displaying a white cloth indicates the family is out of food.  Since the storms, the 
very restrictive quarantine rules have been relaxed a little.  However, without bus service many are unable 
to get to a grocery store or other businesses.  The Salvadoran Lutheran Church, with help from the ELCA, 
the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and other institutions, is making regular deliveries of food and hy-
giene supplies to families in need.  “Despite the blame rhetoric going around from their political leaders 
(about whose fault this is), the Salvadoran people continue to respond to the needs of their neighbors with 
acts of great solidarity.  These gestures take a variety of forms from to an individual gift of food in response 
to a white flag signifying hunger, to youth who tutor elementary school age children missing school for a 
third month, to an impromptu food drive in a middle class community to help out needy families, to 
churches which provide food baskets not just to their members but to entire communities, to survivors of 
COVID-19 who are donating their plasma. and to the hundreds and 
hundreds of healthcare workers risking their lives caring for the pan-

demic's victims.”* Please keep the 
people of El Salvador in your pray-
ers.   

 A collapsed system of over-
flowing public hospitals without 
sufficient beds.            

 

 

 

 

   Food Distribution from 
LWF 

 

 

Pastor Santiago distributes  
humanitarian aid packets in Los Héroes                      

Sadly, because of the pandemic, our Mission of Healing 2021 has been cancelled.  We are currently in the 
process of planning what we can do as far as delivering Days for Girls kits and school supplies to our partner 
communities as well as thinking outside the box about how we can provide much needed health education.  
The leaders of our Northern Micro-region team as well as those from the Central/South Micro-region 
(micro-regions are geographic divisions of the Lutheran Synod) team will be meeting in July via Zoom to for-
mulate a plan.  Our hope is that the airport in San Salvador will be open, so that a few healthy, young  
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people can take as many suitcases of supplies as possible to be distributed by the Salvadoran Lutheran Syn-
od.  Stay tuned for updates.   

For more information, contact Deb Adams 

* from Tim Muth via El Salvador Perspectives, July 6, 2020 

The women of Los Heroees are also 

Continuing to sew.  

Days for Girls sewing with social distancing at 
Hope! 

School Supplies to El Salvador      
We usually take suitcases of school supplies with us to El Salvador, but we have an alternative plan for 2021 
due to the cancellation of the Mission of Healing.  School supplies for the students in our sister community 
Los Héroes will need to be purchased in El Salvador.  Unfortunately, they are considerably more expensive 
there than they are in the US.  Our plan is to send funds to Los Héroes, so our sister in Christ Sonia Fuentes 
can purchase school supplies for distribution to students who need them.  If you would like to help in this 
effort, you can donate by writing a check to Hope Lutheran with El Salvador school supplies on the memo 
line.  We’ll be collecting funds at Hope, St. John’s in Brookfield, French River in Duluth and All Peoples in  

Milwaukee during the month of August.   

Thank you for your 
support!   

Deb Adams 

 

 

For more information and photos, read Linda Muth’s El Salvador blog about life during the pandemic.  The 
above photos are from her blog.  Here’s the link: 

http://blog.walkingwithelsalvador.org/2020/07/partnering-during-pandemic-whats.html?
fbclid=IwAR3yDnqqYYsHZElWMqTETvvj78uBdI_tSMmHnWlCZxfoKSVFPtTDnIw6bQc 
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Women's Book Club 

  

     The Women's Book Club reading list continues! Enjoy these titles with us: 
    

   August 2020 - The Photographer by Petra Durst-Benning 

   September 2020 - The Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 

 

We will plan to meet the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm - either by a Zoom conference meeting or in 
person, when possible. Anyone that would like to join our meetings virtually, please email Bridgit Mazuk 
at bmazuk@gmail.com to obtain the login information. 

School Supplies Wanted!!!!!! 
School Supplies are once again being collected by the Board of 
Outreach for the kids at Sam Davey whether they are in the 
classroom or at home. Such items needed: 
 Crayons/Pencils/Markers-washable & regular 

 Highlighters 

 Crayons - 24 count boxes 

 Loose-leaf paper -wide lined 

 Composition Notebooks -Not spiral notebooks 

 Glue Sticks 

 Small glue bottle 

 Scissors - small blunt style and regular 

 Resealable plastic bags-sandwich, quart, gallon 

 Pencils 

Anything else you think students might need!!! 

There will be a box labeled School Supplies in the Gathering Area and on Sunday Morning Communion 
there will be a box in the parking lot. Thank you & please be generous! 

The Board of Outreach 

Hopeful Hands 

We may be stuck at home, but we are productive. In April, we were asked 
to join Grace Lutheran knitters in their participation with the Knit A Square 
organization. The squares are shipped to South Africa. 35 individual squares 
are sewn together for a blanket, which is then donated to care facilities, or-
phanages, and village children. The photo shows our colorful contributions. 
Another worthwhile way for us to share our talents! 

mailto:bmazuk@gmail.com
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YOUTH Pop-Up Food Pantry at Hope 

 

Hope will sponsor a “Pop-Up” food pantry for Feed My 
People Food Bank on Monday, August 17 at 2:30-3:30 
p.m. Here’s how the drive-up pantry works: 
 FMPFB will bring pallets of various food items 

(including a variety of frozen meat, fresh produce, 
non-perishable food items). These will be placed in a 
row on our parking lot 

 Drive-thru lines will be formed on either side of the row of pallets.  
 Guests will drive through the line with their trunks open and the volunteers will place food in their vehi-

cles. 

This August pop-up will be manned by our youth volunteers. Please call the church office to let us know if 
you can help. Les will be reaching out to our youth families, too. 

Monday Coffee Group 

The regular Monday morning coffee group is 
meeting outside at a socially safe distance! If 
you’re looking for some friendly conversation, 
bring your lawn chair, mug of coffee/tea and a 
face mask on Mondays at 8:30 a.m. The group 
will meet in the shade on the northeast end of 
the parking lot. If Monday is rainy, the group will 
meet on Tuesday morning instead. If Tuesday is 
rainy, well, then you’ll have to wait for the fol-
lowing Monday! 

National Youth Gathering Rescheduled! 
The National Youth Gathering that was sched-
uled for Summer of 2021 has been rescheduled  
to July 24-28 of July in 2022. 

Start planning  to attend now! 
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Ways to Give 

In this period while our worship as a community occurs virtually, our church still needs to meet its financial 
obligations. And so we ask you to continue contributing financially to Hope. Besides mailing in your offering 
or dropping it off in the church office, Hope has several ways you can give electronically: 

 Through Our Website – Hope’s website address is www.hopechurchec.com. Once there, hover over the 
“About Us” page. The drop-down menu will include “Give.” Click on that. Then click on the icon “Fast 
and Easy Giving.” That will take you to our Subsplash site. 

 Hope Phone App – Hope has a free phone app which will give you access to Subsplash where you can 
access information. From here you can click on the “Give” tab. 

 Text Your Gift – Text the message “give2hope” to the phone number 206-859-9409. Follow the steps to 
set up an account and you’re on your way. 

 Simple Giving – You can set up an automatic, pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. 
Forms are available in the church office and also on the church website. 

If you’re looking on the App Store for our phone app, the icon looks like this: 

Thank you for all the memorials and honors during our time away from worship in person! 

In Memory of Doris Jacobson: 
John & Cheryl Strand; Diane Peterson; Mark & Vicki Knutson; Ken & Linda Anderson; Joanne Reed; Jim & 
Carol Mohr; Larry & Helen Keith; Roger & Marilyn Skatrud; Sandy Schulner; Evelyn Schulner; Carol Veness; 
Darlene Tubbs; Steve & Sharon Olson; Kris Burt; Sue & Wayne Norgaard; Elaine Clark; Dave & Clarice Kunfer-
man; Gordy & Donna Lee; Sharon Hartl; Terrie Hanke; Roger and Sandi Churness; Cindy Westphal and fami-
ly; Korena Schlewitz; Ruth Circle; Mary Bader; Mary Ann Mills; Dave Stokes and Julie Mills; Shirley Lenhart; 
Phyllis Wold, Scott Wold and Roger Wold; Ann Waddington 

 

In Memory of Archie Burlingame: 
Beth Crowder, Craig and Chad Burlingame 

 

In Honor of Jim and Kathryn Manion’s 50th Anniversary: 
John and Pat Soderland 

 

In Honor of Nancy Randon’s Birthday: 
Nancy Randon 

 

In Memory of Carrie Zimmer: 
Pat and John Soderlund 
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Education at Hope for 20-21 

 

It is a year of uncertainty in many areas, but one thing we know is that we miss seeing everyone at Hope!   
We have made some decisions regarding the fall education year and want to update you as best we can.  At 
this time, we have decided to push off the start date of Sunday School and Oasis until a later date.  We are 
going to let the school systems get started and see how things work for them and follow the protocol as it 
evolves.  We would hope to have a start date for 3yrs through 5th grade by the middle of October, but of 
course this is all depending on the circumstances of the virus. 
 

We will be sending our registration form so you can get all registered so that when we meet we are ready 
to go.  With the uncertainty of what will come, this year will be a registration Fee FREE year.  We appreciate 
your understanding and flexibility that you allow us to have.  Our greatest goal is to have a safe place for all 
our kids. 
 

Confirmation students, grades 6,7, and 8 will be hearing from Pastor Mary and Les on their plans to move 
ahead. 
 

Please know that we are praying for parents, students, teachers, lunch ladies, bus drivers, custodians and 
everyone else involved in our return to education for the kids.  Peace be with you! 

 

 

 

On Friday July 24th and Saturday 25th over 50 youth and adults gathered at Market and Johnson to build beds 
so kids in our area do not have to sleep on the floor.  It was a combined effort of youth and adults from Good 
Shepherded, Spirit and Hope Lutheran churches. Friday night the groups met at Market and Johnson and 
sanded enough wood to construct 40 beds.  Then bright and early Saturday morning the youth were back at 
Market and Johnson and with the supervision of Hope’s SHP adult team the bed construction began.  By noon 
the beds were all constructed and stained.  Beds were then loaded and delivered to Hope Church where they 
will be stored for future delivery to much needed families in Eau Claire. 

This Youth bed build took place because all three youth groups were planning mission trips this summer that 
were cancelled because of the covid virus.  Each youth group helped pay for the bed build with money they 
had raised for their respected mission trips. 

Right now our SHP Eau Claire chapter has over 47 families waiting for beds 
so this youth bed build was a real blessing. 
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  Voicemail E-mail 

Mary Erickson  Pastor   2103 pr.maryerickson@gmail.com  

Erica Larson   Parish Administrator  2100 ericalarson4hope@gmail.com 

Gary Polden   Music Director  2104 hopemusic.gary@outlook.com 

Ann Miloszewicz  CYF Ministry Coordinator  2101 hopechurchec@outlook.com 

Les Munnik   Youth & Family Director  2202 lesmunnik@gmail.com  

Jody Christian  Web Design   2102 mac4hope@gmail.com 

Jim Newman  Director of Praise & Worship 2014 jamesnewman1955@gmail.com 

Leanne O’Bryan  Dir. of Rachel’s Place  2200 rachelsplaceelc@gmail.com 

Scott Olson   Buildings and Grounds  2107 

    Maintenance 

Paul Brenner  Church President   pbrenner@co.chippewa.wi.us 

2226  Eddy Lane 

Eau Claire, WI  54703 


