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To Dwell with the Lord 
 

Friends, may grace and peace be yours in 

abundance in the knowledge of God and 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

“Where are you staying?” The question 

John’s disciples ask Jesus is a common one. 

It’s a location question. Where are you from? 

Where do you live?  

 

When we meet someone new, that’s one of 

the first things we ask them. We ask place 

questions. Where do you live? Have you 

always lived there? Did you move from 

somewhere else? Do you live alone or with 

others? 

 

Where are you staying? In this brief gospel 

story, John uses one of his favorite words five 

times! In Greek, it’s μένω. We can’t readily 

tell that John uses it five times in our English 

translation because it gets worded differently. 

Men-o means to remain. But it can also be 

translated other ways as well. It can mean to 

stay or to abide, to dwell, or even to continue.  

 

Men-o has to do with rootedness. When 

you’re rooted, you stay put.  You don’t rove. 

When children grow up, they leave their 

parent’s home. And it’s not uncommon for 

young adults to move rather frequently as 

they’re starting out in life. Studies and starter 

jobs keep them mobile. But a time comes 

when you start to put down roots. You “men-

o.” You settle in and remain. 

 

Our story today begins with John the Baptist. 

He sees Jesus and he shares the story of what 

happened when he baptized Jesus. When 

Jesus came out of the waters, the Holy Spirit 

came down from heaven in the form of a 

dove. And the dove “men-oed” on Jesus.  

 

The Holy Spirit came down and stayed on 

Jesus. The Holy Spirit Dove roosts right on 

top of Jesus. It’s taking up residence with 

him. That Holy Spirit is dwelling with Jesus, 

in Jesus. It’s living through Jesus. The Spirit 

of the Living God resides within Jesus. 

 

John says, “The one who sent me to baptize 

with water told me that when I saw the Holy 

Spirit descend and “men-o” on someone, that 

person is the one who will baptize with the 

Holy Spirit.” 

 

When John points out Jesus to two of his 

disciples, they leave John and begin to follow 

Jesus. That’s when they ask Jesus, “Where 

are you meno-ing?”  

 

And here’s how Jesus could have answered 

them: 

 

“Well, funny you should ask! You see, I’ve 

chosen to men-o with you all! I used to men-

o in eternity with my heavenly Father. But he 

and I, both of us I mean, we have loved the 

world SO much! And so I came to a point 

where I simply couldn’t men-o in heaven any 

longer! I just had to come and men-o with 

you!” 

 

And maybe he did say all of that. Maybe that 

whole sentiment was wrapped inside of his 

invitation, “Come and see!” 

 



“Come and see where I men-o! Come and see 

where I dwell! Come and see, and I shall 

show you the heart of God!” 

 

And that’s what the two disciples do. They go 

with Jesus and they see just exactly where it 

is that he men-o’s. AND, John says they men-

o with him! 

 

They dwell with the Lord. They abide, they 

remain and continue in the Lord. 

 

What happens when we dwell with someone? 

First of all, we discover who they are. Two 

people are in love, and at some point, their 

two pathways merge. They go from living 

under two roofs to living under the same roof. 

Now they may have thought that they knew 

their true love. But then they MEN-O! And, 

boy, do they ever come to know their love 

more deeply! They had barely scratched the 

surface before. 

 

The other thing that happens when we dwell 

with someone is that they affect us. We 

become like they are. We pick up their 

mannerisms. We learn from them. Our 

perspectives are molded by their 

perspectives. Simply put, dwelling with 

someone changes us.  

 

What is the power of a simple invitation to 

come and see? How can a soul be 

transformed by dwelling with another? The 

changes can be dramatic. 

 

Derek Black is just such a person. An 

invitation to dinner changed his world views 

and his entire life trajectory. 

 

Derek Black was born steeped inside a world 

of hate. Derek’s father is Don Black. Don was 

a Grand Wizard in the Ku Klux Klan. He is 

also the creator of the white nationalist 

website Stormfront.  

 

Derek’s godfather is none other than David 

Duke, also a former Grand Wizard of the Ku 

Klux Klan. He’s authored several anti-

Semitic books.  

 

From an early age, Derek was seen as the 

heir-apparent to the White Nationalist 

movement. At age 10  

Derek learned computer code and began 

writing the children’s page on his father’s 

Stormfront website.  

 

But after receiving an Associate’s Degree 

from a community college, Derek decided he 

wanted to pursue a degree in medieval 

European History. He enrolled at New 

College of Florida. It’s a liberal arts college 

with a strong history department. 

 

When Derek arrived at New College, he 

quickly sensed that if people there knew of 

his White Nationalist views, he would be 

ostracized. And so he kept that part of his life 

secret. 

 

But at the same time, he continued his 

involvement with the White Nationalist 

movement. He participated in the talk radio 

show he produced with his father. 

 

Derek was leading dual lives: one as a college 

student and the other as the budding leader of 

the White Nationalist movement.  

 

But eventually the people at his college 

discovered Derek’s White Nationalist 

leanings. And it was exactly as he predicted: 

Derek was completely ostracized by his 

classmates.  

 

All except for one. Stevenson was a 

classmate of Derek’s. They’d met freshman 

year. The two of them had kindled a friendly 

connection.  

 



Matthew was the only Orthodox Jew enrolled 

at New College. Every Friday evening he 

held a Shabbat dinner and invited people to 

join him. It was a very diverse group of 

people who gathered around his Shabbat 

table. There were African Americans, 

Latinos, Athiests, Christians.  

 

After Derek’s White Nationalist beliefs came 

to light, Matthew told his Shabbat friends that 

he was thinking of inviting Derek to join 

them. You can imagine, they weren’t very 

keen on the idea! But nobody believed that a 

White Nationalist would ever come to the 

Sabbath dinner of an Orthodox Jew! 

 

However, Derek was extremely lonely. His 

ostracism had cut him off from the social 

network of humanity on campus. So when the 

invitation came, Derek accepted. 

 

Week after week, he returned to the Shabbat 

table. Matthew had invited Derek to “men-o” 

with him. And when people “men-o” with 

others, they change. 

 

As time went on, the diverse group around 

the Shabbat table began to ask Derek about 

his White Nationalist beliefs. They shared 

their own beliefs. With time, Derek’s views 

on race and white nationalism changed. In 

fact, they completely reversed. He publicly 

renounced his white nationalist past. He’s 

apologized for any harm his actions may have 

caused.  

 

The invitation to dwell with another can have 

radical effects. It changes us, sometimes 

radically so. 

 

When we dwell with the Lord, what happens? 

It completely changed the lives of Andrew 

and Peter. They went from being fishermen 

to becoming fishers of men. They saw the 

reflection of divine love in Jesus. They saw 

the full scope of that love on Good Friday and 

the full reach of eternal life on Easter Sunday. 

And on a certain Pentecost, that Holy Spirit 

which had remained over Jesus now came to 

dwell in them. 

 

Their lives were forever changed.  

 

We, too, dwell in the Lord.  

• Whenever two or three gather in his 

name, we dwell in the Lord.  

• When we feed the hungry, when we 

welcome the stranger, when we visit 

the imprisoned, we dwell with the 

Lord.  

• When we meet him in the scriptures, 

we dwell with the Lord.  

• When we pray – when we quiet our 

busy, hectic souls and listen for the 

grace-filled echo of God’s still, small 

voice, we dwell with the Lord. 

 

The Lord is near. Come, let us dwell together! 


